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April 22, 2018 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

WHAT’S THE BUZZ 

CALL PROCESS UPDATE 
Discernment is an aspect of the call process 

often overlooked because we believe we have 

well-thought-out answers. With your input, the 

Call Committee and Council have evaluated 

Muhlenberg’s needs and pastoral candidates, 

and through it all we’ve been prayerful that the 

Spirit will guide us. Just as the gospel can shake 

us up and challenge us, the Spirit’s work in 

discerning one’s heart can do the same.  That’s 

why the call process includes stages of 

discernment for both the congregation and 

candidate – meaningful opportunities to attend 

to the Spirit’s promptings. To that end, I want 

to inform you that the pastoral candidates have 

withdrawn from consideration as pastoral 

candidates at Muhlenberg. We respect their 

decision and give thanks for their thoughtful 

consideration as they continue to discern the 

Spirit’s call for them.  

 This development by no means derails our 

call process, but affirms the Spirit’s presence 

among us. Council will assess our progress and 

next steps with feedback from the Bishop’s 

office. Together we affirm our confidence in 

the call process and will deliberate, as the Spirit 

guides us, to our next steps.  I ask that you also 

remain prayerful for this process and how the 

Spirit continues to shape the ministry of 

Muhlenberg. 
Peace,  

Tim Peifer, Congregation Council President 
 

 

TODAY AT MUHLENBERG 

BAPTIZED, NEW CHILDREN OF GOD  
Welcome to Nathaniel Pierce Bergey, son of 

Ashley Bergey, & Brendan Levi Washington, 

son of Ashley Bergey & Marcus Washington. 

Both children are grandsons of Roger and Pam 

Bergey. Melissa Warble will serve as sponsor 

for both children. 

 We welcome Nate and Brendan into the 

Body of Christ and the Muhlenberg family 

through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism at the 

11:00 service. 
 

WELCOME GUESTS 
We are blessed to welcome our guests today. We 

have a gift waiting for you at the Welcome Desk in 

the Gathering Area (main church entrance) and ask 

that you complete a blue guest 

card and/or sign our guest 

register.  If you prefer, you may 

scan this QR code or visit us at 

www.muhlenberglutheran.org to 

securely register online.  

mailto:info@muhlenberglutheran.org
http://www.muhlenberglutheran.org/
mailto:radecke@muhlenberglutheran.org
mailto:weber@muhlenberglutheran.org
http://www.muhlenberglutheran.org/
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TODAY AT MUHLENBERG (CONT’D) 

“COME AND SEE” LUNCH  (TODAY) 

AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBER  

LUNCH & ORIENTATION 
Have you been visiting Muhlenberg? Are you 
considering membership? Are you curious or 

just want to learn more about us?  We invite you 

to explore with us what it means to be a 

Christian, a Lutheran, a follower of Jesus and a 

member of the Muhlenberg family. We will 

meet after worship for a “Come and See” 

Lunch TODAY at 12:15 pm in Wayland Hall 

(downstairs). This will be an informal time to ask 

questions and make connections over pizza and 

dessert. 

 Then, if you’re interested in pursuing 

membership or if you’ve recently joined and 

haven’t attended an orientation, we invite you 

to meet with us for a Prospective Member 

Lunch and Orientation, NEXT Sunday, 

April 29, 12:15 – 2:30 pm in Wayland Hall. 

We’ll discuss more in depth the mission and 

ministries of Muhlenberg and how you can be 

part of the life of this congregation as a member 

or an associate member.  

 New members will be received Sunday, 

May 20 during the 11:00 service, followed by a 

reception.  

 If you are interested in attending the 

Prospective Member Lunch and Orientation, 

please sign up at the welcome desk or in the 

activities notebook at the Connection Center 

in the Gathering Area. For more information, 

contact Kathy Thompson, Chair of the 

Evangelism Team (thompskb@jmu.edu or 578-

4830), Parish Administrator Linda Depoy 

(depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org or 434-

3496), or the pastors. 
 

 

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE  
  8:00 Worship 87 Wed Noon 10 

  9:30 Worship 130  

11:00 Worship 183 

     Total 400 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WEEK: 

EVANGELISM 
This space features one committee/ministry each week. High-

lights are provided so we become more familiar with their work. 

The Evangelism Ministry focuses on how we as a 

congregation can be more intentional in our 

outreach about MLC and the Gospel. We have 

been working this year on improving our 

communications, both within Muhlenberg and 

externally. We welcome anyone interested in 

working with us on outreach, visitor response, 

prospective new members, or new member 

sponsors. Contact Kathy Thompson 

thompskb@jmu.edu or join us on Ministries 

Night.  
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Through March 2018 

 

Y-T-D 

Actual 

Y-T-D 

Budget 

Y-T-D 

Last Year 

Gifts & Offerings  $159,197 $183,919 $171,897 

Total Receipts $188,620 $215,505 $202,670 

Expenses $211,060 $249,037 $217,887 

Excess Income/ 

(Expenses) ($22,440) ($33,532) ($15,217) 
 

Giving in support of our Spending Plan:  $ 8,735.40 

Giving to Other Designated Funds: $ 1,801.00 

   Total Giving for the Week $ 10,536.40 

See details in the notebook at the Connection Center.  

 

March Thrivent Choice Dollars: $658 
 

 

To give online, scan here  
 

mailto:thompskb@jmu.edu
mailto:depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org
mailto:thompskb@jmu.edu
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TODAY AT MUHLENBERG (CONT’D) 

CAMPUS MINISTRY 
Blessings, Brunch & De-stressors 

There will be a blessing on upcoming finals at 

the 11:00 service. Afterward we will go to the 

Artful Dodger. The Campus Room will be well 

stocked during the next two weeks.  Talk to 

Maren Corliss or Mycah McNett for the room’s 

access code. We’ll have fresh fruit, coffee, tea, 

chips, coloring pages, and more available. Any 

special requests? Text Mycah at 703-336-7278. 
 

 
 
 

SECOND HOME PRESENTS 
 

Today at 3:00 pm 
In the Muhlenberg Activities Center 

 

The students and staff of Second 

Home Learning Center have been 

working hard to present The 

Wizard of Oz to their families, 

church members, and wider 

community.  Come enjoy the fun 

and bring a friend! 

THIS WEEK  

THRIVENT FINANCIAL NEWS 

Thrivent financial representatives, Sherry 

Ritenour and Walt Morgan, will be available 

NEXT Sunday, April 29 in the Gathering Area.  

They will take questions and share information 

about Thrivent Action Teams, Thrivent Builds, 

and Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thrivent helps 

members take an active role in helping 

charitable causes they are passionate about in 

their community and around the world. Stop by 

and see how Thrivent members “Live 

Generously” and make a difference. 

 
TAMAR SPEAKS 

A Safe Church Retreat 

 

The Collins Center’s “Safe Church” project 

presents a retreat for adult survivors of 

childhood sexual abuse THIS Saturday, 

April 28, 9:30 am – 3:30 pm at the EMU 

Discipleship Center (1302 Hillcrest Drive, 

Harrisonburg). A core aspect of Safe Church is to 

lift up and empower adult survivors in their 

faith communities. Registration forms and 

information can be found at the Connection 

Center.  Contact Diane Bayer 434-3496 for 

more information.  
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE WORKDAY 
The Property Committee has scheduled a 

workday for Saturday, May 5 beginning at 

8:00 am. The event will be held rain or shine. 

Our main focus will be adding gravel beside the 

new walkway behind the MAC. We always 

appreciate and need your help. If you can attend 

for only an hour or two, you are more than 

welcome to participate. Please bring your work 

gloves, shovel, and/or rake.  We look forward 

to seeing you! Have questions? Contact 

Property Committee Chair Chris Harbin 

(charbin1177@gmail.com or 578-4615). 

 

 

WALKING 
IN NEWNESS 

OF LIFE 
 

 

 

 

 
 

POWER IN THE SPIRIT 
July 12-14, 2018 

Roanoke College, Salem, VA 

Power in the Spirit is an 

inspirational conference 

for everyone who wishes 

to explore God’s call to 

service through joyous worship, Bible 

study, keynote addresses, workshops, and 

fellowship. 
 

Details and registration information are 

available at the Connection Center. 

SPRING BIBLE STUDY 
Virginia Synodical Women’s 

Organization, Southern Valley 

Conference is offering a time of 

study, fellowship, and fun as we 

gather for our annual Spring Bible 

Study Tuesday, May 8 at Pleasant View 

Lutheran Church in Staunton. Chaplain Carl 

Trost of The Legacy at North Augusta will 

speak on the theme of the elderly in the Bible. 

Details are available at the Connection Center.  

Come and bring a friend! 

 

 

LOCAL & GLOBAL MISSION 

Contact Council Liaison Karen Matthias (434-4625 or 

kfmatthias@gmail.com) for more information. 

Please do not feel overwhelmed by the number of 

opportunities to help our neighbors both near and far. The 

Local and Global Mission ministry team likes to inform 

the congregation of the many opportunities to use our 

time, talent, and/or resources to help others. If you wish 

to participate, choose the organization that touches your 

heart, knowing that others will be drawn to help with 

different needs. 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN (OGT)  
OGT is preparing 

to ship a container 

of aid to Liberia in 

early June. There is 

an urgent need for school supplies, especially 

black and white speckled composition books, 

pencils, and wall mounted sharpeners. Place 

donations in the designated bin in the Gathering 

Area NEXT Sunday, April 29 and May 6. If 

you would like to help but prefer to make a cash 

donation, place it in the offering plate and 

indicate OGT on your check and envelope. 

Contact Hans Barthmus (hbarthmus@ 

comcast.net or 434-0209) with any questions.  

 

mailto:charbin1177@gmail.com
mailto:kfmatthias@gmail.com
mailto:hbarthmus@comcast.net
mailto:hbarthmus@comcast.net
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MUHLENBERG NEWS 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED 
We are always in need of 

worship servants: lectors, 

ushers, acolytes, communion 

assistants/stewards, greeters, 

sound techs, etc.   

Sign up for the month of May 

in the notebook at the Connection Center! One-

on-one training can be arranged – just indicate 

the training needed on the sign-up sheet or 

contact Kathy Thompson (578-4830 or 

thompskb@ jmu.edu).   

 Prefer to work behind the scenes? We have 

many opportunities – talk with Kathy to learn 

how you can serve.  

 If you prefer to sign up online, follow the 

path below from our website:   
 

Worship + Community > Worship: What to 

Expect > Worship + Music Leadership 

 

SECOND HOME YARD SALE 
Are you in the middle of 

spring cleaning? Second 

Home is looking for your 

un-needed items to sell in 

their yard sale fundraiser 

on May 5. Thanks to Bob Runion, we now have 

a place to store donations. We ask that you 

place your donations in the white trailer parked 

between the MAC and Urban Exchange. The 

trailer will be unlocked 

weekdays, 6:00 am - 6:30 pm 

and weekends, 8:00 am - 6:30 

pm. Thanks so very much for 

your support. 

 

 

 
 

CREATION CARE TIP   
Creation Care offers a simple tip that 

will help you protect God’s earth.  

Contact Ramona Sanders for more 

information: 433-1165 or rsanders9@ 

verizon.net. 

Earth Day now spans a week, April 14-22, and 

is chock-full of celebrations and thoughtful 

presentations. Last Saturday, Mayor Reed 

planted a tree in Purcell Park as part of Earth 

Day Celebration and Black's Run Clean Up. 

Celebrations continue TODAY at 7:00 pm with 

a movie called Wasted-a story of food waste 
that will be shown at Court Square Theater. 

Free admission. Wasted aims to change the way 

people buy, cook, recycle, and eat food. 

Through the eyes of chef-heroes (Bourdain, Dan 

Barber, Massimo Bottura, and Danny Bowien), 

audiences will see how to make the most of 

food, transforming what most people consider 

scraps into incredible dishes that create a more 

secure food system. 

 

 

REMINDER 

DID YOU MISS WORSHIP  

LAST WEEK? 
If you miss worship one Sunday, chances are 

you feel a bit out of the loop.  Extra copies of 

The Chimes, worship booklets, and sermons are 

available on the credenza in the administrative 

hallway.  Stop by and catch up on what you’ve 

missed. Additionally, you can get sermons and 

The Chimes from our website, 

www.muhlenberglutheran.org. 

mailto:thompskb@jmu.edu
mailto:rsanders9@verizon.net
mailto:rsanders9@verizon.net
http://www.valleyarts.org/filmscalendar/2018/4/22/wasted-a-story-of-food-waste
http://www.valleyarts.org/filmscalendar/2018/4/22/wasted-a-story-of-food-waste
http://www.muhlenberglutheran.org/
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 FAITH IN ACTION 

Faith in Action (FIA) is an interfaith assembly 

of area faith congregations who act locally as a 

body to effect policy changes in areas of social 

justice. After reflection and discernment, FIA 

recently came up with three “asks”… 

 To eliminate the financial burden of the $1 

per day fee currently paid by family members 

of inmates at our local jail and the $3 charged 

for local inmates transferred to Middle River 

Regional Jail. 

 To engage in a careful and open selection 

process for the hiring of a well-qualified 

Community Justice Planner. 

 To establish protocols for all juvenile justice 

cases to be screened for a restorative justice 

process. 
 

Here are some steps to become involved: 

 Visit Faith in Action’s webpage 

(www.harrisonburgfaithinaction.org) for 

more information and opportunities for direct 

volunteering. 

 Attend the City Council Meeting this 

Tuesday, April 24 at 7:00 when a PUBLIC 

hearing will be held on the three “asks.”  

Council members are more likely to be 

moved to action when large numbers of 

people support a position.  A county public 

hearing will be held soon. 

 Sign a petition in support of the three “asks.” 

Petitions are available in the Gathering Area 

or from either of our covenant representatives 

who can also provide more information:  

Nancy Martin-Finks (nanmart777@ 

comcast.net or 421-8199) or Russell Presnell 

(russellepresnell@gmail.com. or 746-3562) 

 

See complete details at the Connection Center 

or stop by the FIA table in the Gathering Area 

today. 

 YOUTH & CAMPUS NEWS 

JUNIOR HIGH SERVANT EVENT 
At the Water’s Edge is 

a weeklong servant event 

July 15 - July 20 for 

youth who have 

completed the 6th, 7th, or 8th grade, and their 

adult advisers. We spend the week together 

experiencing the Christian life through 

worship, fellowship, and service. Of course, 

being at Virginia Beach, we will also spend 

some time having fun at the water's edge! If you 

are interested in going, contact Mycah McNett 

(mcnett@muhlenberglutheran.org or 434-

3496). 

 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS 

Contact Christian Formation Minister Diane Bayer 

(434-3496 or bayer@muhlenberglutheran.org) 

for more information. 

SHARING GOD’S WORD 
Classes begin in designated locations 

Sundays at 9:30.  Children should be picked up 

immediately following the 9:30 liturgy. 

 Children’s Church is held during the 11:00 

service for children 3-7 years old. After Children's 

Time with a pastor, children are escorted downstairs to the 

Nielsen Room.  Children return to their parents in the 

sanctuary during the Sharing of the Peace. 
 

Pick up a green Christian Formation brochure from 

the Connection Center. It contains more infor-

mation about classes for children and adults. 
 

 

CHILDREN’S BUSY BAGS 
Special busy bags for children  

are available from ushers 

 

http://www.harrisonburgfaithinaction.org/
mailto:nanmart777@comcast.net
mailto:nanmart777@comcast.net
mailto:russellepresnell@gmail.com
mailto:mcnett@muhlenberglutheran.org
mailto:bayer@muhlenberglutheran.org
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

Contact Christian Formation Minister Diane Bayer 

(434-3496 or bayer@muhlenberglutheran.org) 

for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER OF SERVICE 

Intergenerational Program 

Sundays, June 10 – August 26  

9:30 in the MAC 
 

The Summer of Service programs held the 

last three years had wonderful success and 

we are offering it again this summer! 

Various agencies in our area will come to 

share what they do.  We hear a Bible story 

and discuss how we are putting our faith 

into action as we do a hands-on service 

project for the agency of the day!  
 

If you have a local agency you would like 

us to learn more about, please contact 

Diane Bayer with that agency’s name and 

contact person – deadline is TODAY. 
 

The program will start Sunday, June 10 at 

9:30. (Children 0-2 years old have a class in the 

nursery during the 9:30 liturgy hour.) Children 3 

years – 5th grade meet in the church for the 

Children’s Time, then go to the MAC to 

join 6th – 12th grade youth and adults of all 

ages.  

 

  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

“JESUS, THE STORYTELLER” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Come and join the fun  

at VBS 2018! 

 

JUNE 24-28 IN THE MAC 

 

Dinner at 5:30 

VBS from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 

For children 3 years old to 5th grade  
(6th - 12th graders are asked to be helpers). 

 

Stay tuned for adult opportunities. 

 

Mark your calendars and get ready for a 

week of fun as we explore faith together!  

 

Registration forms will be available  

in the Gathering Area soon. 

 

Contact Diane Bayer if  

you are interested in helping  

with this fun, faith-forming event. 

mailto:bayer@muhlenberglutheran.org
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JOYS, THANKS & CONCERNS 

This is the space for sharing joys, thanks, and concerns of our 

congregation, our synod, and the wider church. Please lift 

these up as a part of your daily prayers. To share joy, thanks, 

or concern (e.g. birth, illness, injury, or death of an 

immediate family member; thank-you and congratulatory 

notes, etc.), contact Parish Administrator Linda Depoy (434-

3496 or depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org). Submissions will 

be printed with consideration for space and appropriateness 

at the discretion of the editor and pastors. 

 Please pray for Paula Caldwell and her 

family following the death of her father 

Mac Talton April 18. 

 We offer prayers for the family of Adair 

McConnell following his death April 17. 

Adair was the father of Robert McConnell 

and an active member of Muhlenberg for 

many years before transferring to St. 

Stephens United Church of Christ where he 

served as organist. A Celebration of Life 

will be held at St. Stephens April 29 at 

3:00 pm. If you have memories or stories 

of Adair you would like to share with the 

family, email Pastor Marilyn Heischman at 

pastormarilyn@hotmail.com   

 Congratulations to Carlton “Sam” 

Sampson and Denise Hill who were 

married at Muhlenberg Monday, April 16. 

 Thanks to everyone for the prayers, cards, 

and phone calls after Gleda’s latest health 

challenge.  The power of prayer is very 

powerful medicine.  Gleda is doing well 

now thanks to our caring family at 

Muhlenberg.   

Steve & Gleda Wilfong 

 

 

 

DAILY DEVOTIONS 

PRAYING OUR FAITH TOGETHER! 

For individual and family use.  Scripture citations taken 

from ELW’s 3-Year Daily Lectionary, p. 1132-1143, 

(Year B). 

Mon. 1 Peter 5:1-5 Thu. Acts 8:1b-8 

Tue. Rev. 7:13-17 Fri. Acts 8:9-25 

Wed. Mark 14:26-31 Sat. Mark 4:30-32 

Sun.  1 John 4:7-21 

In the Name of the Father and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

April 23-29, 2018 
 

Tue. 6:30 pm Celebration Singers 

 7:00 pm  Gloria Dei Ringers 
 

Wed. 12 noon Holy Communion 

 4:45 pm Cherub Choir 

 5:15 pm SonShine Singers 

 7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 
 

Sun. 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am Holy Communion 
 9:30 am   Christian Formation Classes 

 12:15 pm Prospective Member Lunch

       & Orientation 
 

 
 

The weekly deadline for routine articles for The 

Chimes is Thursday at 8 am. Requests for a series, 

inserts or full-column articles should be made two 

weeks in advance. Submit information to Linda 

Depoy (depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org/434-3496). 

 Additionally, requests to utilize space in the  

Gathering Area on Sunday or post information at 

the Connection Center should be made to Linda as 

soon as planned, but no later than Thursdays at 8 am. 

 Check bulletin boards for community information. 

 Like us at facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran. 

mailto:pastormarilyn@hotmail.com
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2018-4-29/0
mailto:depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org/434-3496
http://www.facebook.com/muhlenberg

