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June 30, 2019 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WHAT’S THE BUZZ? 

WELCOME PASTOR ALEX ZUBER  

 “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new!” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

I greet you today with these hope-filled words 

from the Apostle Paul.  Indeed, through the 

Spirit a new thing is happening here at 

Muhlenberg!  I shared with some of you that I 

made a mistake in my first interview with the 

call committee when asked, “Why are you 

excited about Muhlenberg?” right out of the 

gate. I babbled about how much Muhlenberg 

meant to me as a student, intern, and one 

discerning a call to ministry.  But that’s not why 

I felt called to be your pastor NOW! 

     I am here because of the new spirit-led 

things that lie ahead, not the happy memories 

that lie behind.  I’m overjoyed to begin this 

new chapter in my ministry in a congregation 

that takes seriously God’s promises that we 

are being raised up by God’s grace for the sake 

of our community!  We are all being made 

new! 

     I cannot thank you enough for the warm 

welcome I’ve received. I am blessed to serve 

alongside a wonderful Senior Pastor, a 

passionate Staff, a faithful council, and so 

many devoted volunteers!  These first months 

will be a great time to form new relationships, 

so do not hesitate to introduce yourself and 

say hello. 

May God bless us in this new 

beginning as we live out what it means to be a 
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Wellspring of God’s Grace- Open, Authentic, 

Relational, and Serving!  Pastor Alex  

 

TODAY AT MUHLENBERG 

TODAY we wear name badges to 

welcome Pastor Alex and help 

him learn our names.  Supplies 

are in Gathering Area. 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY 

11:45 in the MAC - all are invited to Summer 

Sunday School.  Lunch is included. Hear a Bible 

story and put your hands into action for a 

service project led by Jill May for ARC of 

Harrisonburg/Rockingham.  We will prepare 

day trip boxes for their vans. 

 

WELCOME GUESTS 

We are blessed to welcome our guests today. We 

have a gift waiting for you at the Welcome Desk in 

the Gathering Area (main church entrance) and ask 

that you complete a blue guest card 

and/or sign our guest register. If you 

prefer, you may scan this QR code or 

securely register online at…  

 www.muhlenberglutheran.org 

THIS WEEK AT MUHLENBERG 

ELDERCARE SUPPORT GROUP 

Meets TOMORROW, July 1, 7:00 pm in the Kairos 

Room.  Contact Jennie Warner (476-2020 or 

mjwarner1@aol.com) for details. 

 

GO-GO GROUP (55+) 

Join us for lunch THIS Wednesday, July 3, 

1:00 pm at Vinny’s.  Contact Dan Werner (433-

3912) for information. 

 

MUHLENBERG NEWS 

NEW SEMINARIANS 

Two Muhlenberg members will attend 

seminary in the fall.  Mycah McNett will attend 

United Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia and 

Remington Willis will attend Trinity Lutheran 

Seminary in Columbus, OH.  Our Seminary 

Endowment Fund has $3200 that is available 

for these two individuals.  We would like to 

send them off with a little more money.  If you 

are interested in helping to further the 

education of these seminarians, you may do so 

by denoting “seminary endowment” in the 

memo line of your check.  Congratulations, 

Ladies! Muhlenberg is proud of you and wishes 

you the best! 

PROPERTY UPDATE 

The Ott Street house (purchased in January) 

has a late model natural gas stove (white) that 

is in very good shape. It's a Hotpoint model 

rgb526deh1ww.  All 4 burners and the oven 

work.  The Property Committee would like to 
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sell this to help recoup some of the "fix up" 

cost of the house.  Minimum bid is $100.  All 

bids must be received by July 21.  Place your 

bid in the Property mailbox in the 

administrative hallway.  Purchaser is 

responsible for moving the stove by August 5. 

Contact Neil Alexander at 540-405-2569 or 

katneil@aol.com. 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE 

  8:45 Worship 124 Wed. Noon 13 

10:30 Worship 134 

      Total 258 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Through May 2019 

 Y-T-D 

Actual 

Y-T-D 

Budget 

Y-T-D 

Last Year  Gifts & Offerings  $282,179 $340,653 $290,119 

 Total Receipts $324,784 $386,645 $332,101 

 Expenses $349,620 $416,709 $341,230 

 Excess Income/ 

 (Expenses) 

($24,836) ($30,064) ($9,129) 

 

Giving in support of our Spending Plan $ 7,639.25 

Giving to Other Designated Funds $ 9,873.19 

   Total Giving for the Week $ 17,512.44 
 

See Connection Center notebook for details. 
 

May Thrivent Choice Dollars: $9 

 

To give online, scan here  

GOODBYE FROM MUSIC MINISTRY 

ACCOMPANIST  

Today will be my last Sunday as part of worship 

at Muhlenberg.  It has been great working and 

worshiping here, and it is hard for me to say 

goodbye.  I will carry wonderful memories with 

me as I move to Northern Virginia to start my 

new teaching career.  I will be teaching piano 

at the International School of Music and the 

Harmonia School of Music 

while I finish my doctoral 

dissertation. I believe that God 

will prepare another church 

for me to help me continuously 

grow in Him at a new place. 

                         Gianne 
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MUHLENBERG NEWS CONT’D 

VA SYNOD UPDATE  

This year’s theme for Synod Assembly was 

“Faithful + Bold + Serving”.  Bishop Bob 

Humphrey preached a wonderful sermon 

Friday and challenged us to be “Church 

together.” Copies are available at the 

Connection Center. 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAYS 

July 14 & 28, August 11 

On these Sundays, we will have an 

intergenerational program from 11:45 – 1:15 

in the MAC.  Lunch will be provided and 

various agencies will introduce us to their 

work/mission.  We will hear a Bible story, 

discuss how we can put our faith into action, 

and do a hands-on service project for the 

agency. All ages are invited to take part in 

these meaningful family activities (remember 

a family is whoever lives in your home).  

Contact Diane Bayer with questions. 

(bayer@muhlenberglutheran.org or 434-3496) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

THE PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB! 

Join Pastor Lauren or Pastor Alex each month 

to discuss an interesting or provocative book 

about faith.  July's book will be The Rapture 

Exposed by Barbara Rossing (available on 

amazon.com or ask Pastor Lauren to order you 

a copy).  We'll gather on Wednesday, July 17, 

6:30-8:30pm in the Gathering Area for lively 

conversation! 

Like to read ahead?  August's book will be Fire 

by Night: Finding God in the Pages of the Old 

Testament by Melissa Florer-Bixler.  We will 

meet Wednesday, August 21. 
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LOCAL GLOBAL MISSION NEWS 

Joining with the Summer Intergenerational 

Sunday program July 14, LGM will collect funds 

to assist Minnick School – Harrisonburg (MS-

H).  Donations will be used to provide 

breakfast for special education students.  A 

healthy breakfast supports health and 

learning. Stay for lunch on July 14 and learn 

more about Minnick School-Harrisonburg, a 

Lutheran Family Service agency!  Checks made 

payable to MLC with MS-H in the memo line 

may be placed in the offering plate at any time. 

 

CREATION CARE TIP   

Creation Care offers a simple tip that will help you protect 

God’s earth.  For more information, contact Ramona Sanders 

(rsanders9@verizon.net4 or 433-1165).  

Eliminate plastic bags, disposable containers, 

paper napkins and plastic utensils from your 

lunch.  You might be tempted to buy 

convenience foods in single-serving packages 

at the supermarket, but the waste adds up 

quickly.  Over 10 billion yogurt cups and 3.6 

billion drink pouches end up in the landfill each 

year.  Try packing a waste-free lunch.  Seal your 

sandwich in a reusable container, fill a thermos 

with soup, use a cloth napkin and pack all in a 

reusable lunch bag. 

 

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE 

NewBridges Immigrant Resource Center needs 

volunteers.  The mission of this center is to 

"engage immigrants, connect cultures, and 

build community". Volunteers answer the 

phone and greet people in the office.  We also 

need drivers willing to transport clients to 

appointments. Contact NewBridges Immigrant 

Resource Center 540-438-8295 or online at 

www.newbridgesirc.org. 
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http://www.newbridgesirc.org/


 

 

 

6 

JOYS, THANKS & CONCERNS 

This is the space for sharing joys, thanks, and concerns of our 

congregation, our synod, and the wider church. Please lift these 

up as a part of your daily prayers. To share joy, thanks, or 

concern (e.g. birth, illness, injury, or death of an immediate 

family member; thank-you and congratulatory notes, etc.) 

contact Parish Administrator Linda Depoy at 

depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org or 434-3496. Submissions will 

be printed with consideration for space and appropriateness at 

the discretion of the pastors & editor. 

 Congratulations to Linda Fischer who will 

celebrate her 75th birthday July 2.  Cards 

would be appreciated (839 Grant Street, 

Harrisonburg, VA  22802). 
 

 A word of thanks: The Shenandoah Valley 

Migrant Education Program would like to 

thank Muhlenberg for their generous 

donations.  “Thanks to your church, our 

apple camp workers will be able to have a 

comfortable apple harvest this year.” 

Five bags of clothing were collected and 

35 personal hygiene kits were made 

during our June 9 Intergenerational 

Summer Program. 

 

 Our sympathy and prayers are extended to 

Norwood Beery and family as they mourn 

the sudden death of his son Richard. 
 

 

REMINDER 

 

 

THERE IS NO CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

DURING THE SUMMER 

Children’s church returns September 8. 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 

PRAYING OUR FAITH TOGETHER 

For individual and family use.  Scripture citations taken from 

ELW’s 3-Year Daily Lectionary, p. 1143 - 1153, (Year C). 

Mon. Acts 8:26-40 

Tue. Acts 31-10 

Wed. Mark 7:24-30 

Sun  June 5-11 

Thu. Acts 22:6-21 

Fri. Acts 26:1-11 

Sat. Matthew 9:2-8 

Sun. Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 

In the Name of the Father and of the + Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 

\WEEKLY CALENDAR 

HIGHLIGHTS 

July 1 - July 7, 2019 

Mon. 2:00 pm Weekly Staff Meeting 

 7:00 pm Eldercare Support Group 

 

Wed. 12 noon Holy Communion 

 1:00 pm Go-Go Lunch 

 

 

Thur. Independence Day 

    Church Office Closed 

 

Sun. Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  

 8:45 & 10:30 am Holy Communion 

 

The weekly deadline for routine articles for The 

Chimes is Thursday at 8 am. Requests for a series, 

inserts or full-column articles should be made two 

weeks in advance. Submit information to Linda 

Depoy (depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org/434-3496).  

 Additionally, requests to utilize space in the 

Gathering Area on Sunday or post information at 

the Connection Center should be made to Linda as 

soon as planned, but no later than Thursdays at 8 

am. 

 Check bulletin boards for community information. 

 Like us at facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran. 
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