
 

INVITATION TO ABUNDANT LIFE 
B Y    L A U R E N    W R I G H T    P I T T M A N 
INSPIRED BY ISAIAH 55:1-9 
T H I R D    S U N D A Y    I N    L E N T 
Who among us does not thirst? Who among us does not 
feel hunger? We all thirst, and we all hunger, but some of 
us are so caught up in our busyness that we do not realize 
it. We may look long down our noses at those who are 
begging for a morsel to eat—a necessity of life—while we 
question the sincerity of their pleas and ignore the glaring 
spiritual thirst and hunger in our own lives. The words of 
Isaiah image a different world where all who are thirsty 
have water, and all who are hungry have all they need. This 
is a great leveling of the status. This is the haves and have 
nots coming eye to eye and recognizing what makes us the 
same. We need water, we need food, and we need the 
loving embrace of God. 
 
These words of Isaiah come to a people exiled from their 
home land. In a lot of ways they thirst and hunger because 
they feel they have been altogether abandoned by God. 
They have been ripped from their places of worship, God’s 
dwelling place, and exist in a place where they do not 
belong. The prophet calls on the exiled to seek God, 
because God is near. That in and of itself must have been a 
miraculous shift in perspective, because they must have 
felt God was far away back in their homeland. 
 
If these words can penetrate an exiled nation, allow these 
words to break through your distracted, overwhelmed day-
to-day grind. Incline your ear, return to God, and join in the 
work of bringing hope to the hopeless—the work of 
preparing a great feast for all. 


