
 

 

 



 

 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany ~ February 4, 2024 

WELCOME 
We welcome you in the name of Christ. We love welcoming guests/visitors and encourage you 
to complete one of the blue cards in the pew rack and place it in the offering basket, or scan 
this QR Code with your smart phone to complete the visitor card digitally. We have a gift for 
you at our Welcome Desk – please stop by after worship. You are invited to join in all parts of 
worship. Everything you need is printed in this worship booklet.  All who desire to receive Holy 
Communion are welcome at the table. If you do not wish to receive, you are still welcome to 
come forward for a blessing! For instructions on how to receive the bread and wine, see the Communion 
section later in this booklet. Portions of worship in bold print are to be spoken by the whole congregation. 
We stand for portions of our worship service. Please feel free to remain seated, if you prefer. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
While we do not require masks in the building, wearing a mask for any reason is always welcomed. We 
continue to follow the current CDC guidance, and we request that anyone who experiences symptoms 
of COVID-19, regardless of vaccination status, stay home, self-isolate and get tested. Please wear a well-
fitted mask if you have a known exposure to COVID in the past 10 days. Thank you for doing all you can 
to help care for one another by reducing the spread of germs in our community! 

OUR WORSHIP 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church – gathering, word, meal, sending. However, the 
shape of worship may feel different over these coming weeks as we experience different liturgies that have 
been used over the past 200 years of the Lutheran movement. Though we witness profound changes 
through this worship series, the heartbeat of our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises 
through forgiveness, scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion. Following this liturgical 
pattern, as well as the Narrative Lectionary (a four-year cycle of scripture readings in biblical order), we are 
connected through our worship with Christians around the world and throughout time. For details about 
the history of this liturgy, see the explanation on the back cover. 

 Worship will be live-streamed this morning. Digital ministry is an essential part of our community with 
the Wellstream service at 11:00 am allowing those at home to worship alongside our gathered community 
for a service of Holy Communion.  The cameras will be primarily focused on our worship leaders and offer 
some wide-angle views of the sanctuary.  If you have questions or concerns about appearing on camera, 
contact Pastor Alex or Communication Minister Christian Perritt (perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org). 

OTHER NOTES 
• Amplification devices for the hearing impaired are available from ushers or at the Welcome Desk.   

• A restroom is located at the north end of the Gathering Area (additional restrooms downstairs). 

 
MUHLENBERG LUTHERAN CHURCH:  A WELLSPRING OF GOD’S GRACE 

Open      Authentic      Relational      Serving 

Pastor Lauren Eanes   Pastor Alex Zuber 
281 E. Market Street (540) 434-3496 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 www.muhlenberglutheran.org 
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1 “Or, He descended to the dead.” Is an optional change to this line in the original hymnal. 
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An offering is gathered at this time to support the mission of the church and 
care for those in need.  Our offerings are a humble and grateful response to 
the gifts that God has first given us.  You can place a gift in the offering plate 
as the ushers come around, or give online by scanning the QR Code and 
visiting our online giving portal. 
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All are welcome at the Lord’s Table! After the invitation to communion, the ushers will direct each 
row to come forward.  If, for any reason, you prefer not to receive communion, you are welcome to 
come forward to receive a blessing. If you are unable to come forward, signal an usher or raise your 
hand, and an assisting minister will bring the elements to you. 
As you come forward, pick up a small cup from the table at the front and then receive the bread 
(wafer) from the minister. Gluten-free wafers are located on the table. If you require gluten-free, 
please take one and present it to the pastor for blessing.  
Next, proceed to one of the two communion assistants. The first chalice has wine, and the second 
chalice has grape juice. 
After consuming the wine/juice, please put your cup on the tray along the side wall, and return to 
your seat via the side aisle. If you don’t wish to remove your mask up front, you may choose to 
bring the elements back to your pew to eat/drink there.   
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Today's service is replicated, almost in its entirety, from a worship service that happened at Muhlenberg on 

February 4, 1990. We've used the same liturgy and hymns from that day, as well as the same special music, 

including the prelude, postlude, and choir anthem. Note the complicated chart for communion distribution! 

The altar was still located against the wall of the chancel at this point, but in 1991 a renovation of the space 

was completed, including the installation of a new organ and the relocation of the altar to be "freestanding" 

as we have it now. 

  



 
 

  



 
 

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICES 
 
PREACHING AND PRESIDING MINISTER ~ Pastor Lauren Eanes 

COMMUNION 8:30 ~ Bill & Crystl Whitmire, Mark & Pam Briehl 
ASSISTANTS 11:00 ~ Brett Tjaden, Sue Koch, Cheryl Hoak 

CRUCIFERS 8:30 ~ Bill Whitmire 
 11:00 ~ Sue Koch 

LECTORS 8:30 ~ Mark Briehl 
 11:00 ~ Brett Tjaden 

USHERS 8:30 ~ Karen Thomsen, Margie Miller 
 11:00 ~ McKeever Family 

SOUND 8:30 ~ Tom Pippert 
TECHS 11:00 ~ Mark Byerly 

MUSICIANS  Linlin Uta, Interim Music Minister 
 Judith Ofcarcik, Organist  
 Celebration Singers (8:30); Sanctuary Choir (11:00) 
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After worship, Pastor Lauren and Pastor Alex invite you to greet  
them and each other in the Gathering Area.  You may take this worship booklet 

home or leave it in the basket at the sanctuary entrance for recycling. 
others’ wishes for physical distancing. 



 
 



 
  


