


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME! 
 
We welcome you who are visiting with us and we pray God’s blessings upon 
your worship here tonight.  Guests are encouraged to complete one of the 
blue cards in the pew rack and put it in the offering plate or give it to an 
usher, or scan this QR Code with your smart phone to complete the visitor 
card digitally.  
 
 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
 
The practice of using ashes made from the burning of palm branches dates back to 
at least the 3rd century A.D.  The practice is an example of death and renewal as 
shown forth in the ancient custom of burning the fields in the spring to destroy the 
old and prepare for the new.  Ashes also suggest both God’s judgment of sin and 
our human frailty, reminding us that the words “. . . earth to earth, ashes to ashes, 
dust to dust” will one day be spoken over us. 
 
People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.  The ministers 
mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying, “Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
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Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
February 14, 2024 ~ 7:00 pm 

 
 

We gather in silence. 
 

PSALM ~ Psalm 51:1-15  We sing responsively between choir & congregration.  All sing Refrain. 

 
 

Refrain 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 

2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
and cleanse me | from my sin. 

3For I know | my offenses, 
and my sin is ev- | er before me. 

4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.   REFRAIN 

5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.    

6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.    

7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 

8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
that the body you have broken | may rejoice. 

9Hide your face | from my sins, 
and blot out | all my wickedness. 



 

2 

10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
and renew a right spir- | it within me.   REFRAIN 

11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.    

12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit. 

13Let me teach your ways | to offenders, 
and sinners shall be re- | stored to you. 

14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation, 
and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness.   

15O Lord, o- | pen my lips, 
and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.   REFRAIN 
 

(We stand) 

GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Holy God, on this Ash Wednesday we reflect upon our sin, our failings, and the 
harms we have caused. Remind us that, although we are dust, we are also your 

children, and your love never fails.  Amen. 
 

(We sit) 

FIRST READING ~ Psalm 32 Pew Bible page 559 
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(We stand) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

GOSPEL ~ Mark 9:30-37 Pew Bible N.T. page 46 

The Holy Gospel according to … Glory to you, O Lord. 
30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be 
betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he 
will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to 
ask him. 
33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What 
were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had 
argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and 
said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then 
he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 
37Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me. 
 
After the reading: 

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(We sit) 

SERMON Pastor Alex Zuber 
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(We stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY  

 
(We sit) 

INVITATION TO LENT 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering 
Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed. 
 

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for 
God’s mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love 
one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion 
separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy the 
life our creator intended. 
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As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and 
resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, 
therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer 
and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of 
word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to 
the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Most holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and before 
the whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own 
fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 
been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have 
infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,  
we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is 
in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and 
cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
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Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those 
who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the earth. May these ashes be a sign 
of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only through the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.  Ministers mark the forehead of each 
person with a cross of ashes, saying: 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
 

Music during the Imposition of Ashes  
 

All Things of Dust to Dust Return see next page 

 

ELW 629 Abide with Me see page 8 
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ELW 629 

 
 

~ continue on page 9 ~ 
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After all who desire ashes have received them: 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.  
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of  
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

(We stand) 

PRAYERS 
 After each petition: 

   . . . Merciful God, receive our prayer.  
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words:   
“Peace be with you.” 

 
(We sit) 

OFFERING 

A Lenten Walk (arr. Hal H. Hopson) Combined Choir 
 
(We stand) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 
have blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service 
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 
the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

11 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
O God triune, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth. 
Over the eons your merciful might 
evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. 
Here by your wisdom 
are both life and death, 
growth and decay, 
the nest and the hunt, 
sunshine and storm, 
darkness and light. 
Sustained by these wonders, 
we creatures of dust join in the ancient song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. 
In Christ you bring life from death; 
we remember his cross, 
we laud his resurrection. 
Broken like bread, he enlivens our body. 
Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. 
Receiving this mystery, 
we mortals sing our song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 

We praise you for the heart of Jesus, 
so filled with your love for this earth. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Gathered around this table, 
we your children unite in this song: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 

O God triune, you create the worlds, 
you uphold the living, 
you embrace the dead. 
Send forth your Spirit 
and renew the face of the earth. 
Strengthen us for our journey with this meal, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Give us a future that trusts in you 
and cares for your earth. 
Empowered by your promises, 
we rise from our deaths 
to praise you again: 
The earth is full of your glory. 
The earth is full of your glory. 
 

Amen, and amen. 
Amen, and amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:  

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ’s table, not because you are strong but because you are weak. 
Come, not because of any goodness of your own but because you need mercy 
and help. 
Come, not because you have all the answers but because you desire to ask the 
questions. 
Come, because you love the Lord a little and would like to love him more. 
Come, because he loves you and gave himself for you. 
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(We sit) 

COMMUNION   
All are welcome at the Lord's Table! After the invitation to communion, the ushers will direct 
each row to come forward.  If, for any reason, you prefer not to receive communion, you are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. If you are unable to come forward, signal an 
usher or raise your hand, and an assisting minister will bring the elements to you. 
As you come forward, pick up a small cup from the table at the front and then receive the bread 
(wafer) from the minister. Gluten-free wafers are located on the table. If you require gluten-
free, please take one and present it to the pastor for blessing.  
Next, proceed to one of the two communion assistants. The first chalice has wine, and the 
second chalice has grape juice.   
As the ministers give the bread and cup to you, they say these words: 

“The body of Christ, given for you . . . The blood of Christ, shed for you.”   
You may say:  “Amen.” 

After consuming the wine/juice, please put your cup on the tray along the side wall, and return 
to your seat via the side aisle. If you don’t wish to remove your mask up front, you may choose 
to bring the elements back to your pew to eat/drink there. 

 

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC ~ Lamb of God 
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(We stand) 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in 
the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those 
in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure 
in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN ~ Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 
 

~see next page ~ 

 
 

 



 

16 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;  
be of good courage;  
hold fast to that which is good;  
render to no one evil for evil;  
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  
help the afflicted; honor all people;  
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 



PARTICIPANTS IN THIS EVENING’S SERVICE 
 

PREACHING MINISTER ~ Pastor Alex Zuber PRESIDING MINISTER ~ Pastor Lauren Eanes 
 
CRUCIFER ~ Bill Whitmire 
 
LAY ASSISTING MINISTER ~ Mary Elizabeth Skinner 
 
LECTOR ~ Mark Warner  
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS ~ Mark Warner, Robert & Linda Alley, Bill Whitmire 
 
USHERS/GREETERS ~ Susan Gallaher, Pam Bergey 
 
SOUND TECH ~ Mark Byerly 
 
INTERIM MUSIC MINISTER ~ Linlin Uta 
 
ORGANIST ~ Judith Ofcarcik 
 
MUSICIANS ~ Members of Sanctuary Choir & Celebration Singers 
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After worship, Pastor Lauren and Pastor Alex invite you to greet  

them and each other in the Gathering Area.  You may take this worship booklet 

home or leave it in the basket at the sanctuary entrance for recycling. 


