WELCOME!
We welcome you who are visiting with us and we pray God’s blessings upon your
worship this day.
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of
fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we
die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross
indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we embark on this unexpected
journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God
through Christ. Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the
fruits of mercy and justice in the world.
In preparation for Ash Wednesday, we invite you to gather several items for
worship:
1. Dirt or ashes. We will impose dirt or ashes on ourselves, or on the foreheads
of those in the room with us during worship, as a communal act led by the
pastor. You may use a small amount of dirt from the ground or a potted
plant. If you have ashes from a fireplace or firepit, you can use those
CAREFULLY. DO NOT ADD WATER as this creates a caustic mix that could
burn your skin.
2. Bread and wine for communion. We will share communion together at this
service. Please have a small piece of bread and wine or juice on hand for
each participant.

Ash Wednesday Liturgy
February 17, 2021 ~ 7:30 am & 7:00 pm
We gather in silence.

PSALM 51

1Have

congregation chants responsively

mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
3For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
8Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
9Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.
11Cast me not away | from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me.
12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation
and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.
13Let me teach your ways | to offenders,
and sinners shall be re- | stored to you.

14Rescue

me from bloodshed, O God of | my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing | of your righteousness.
15O Lord, o- | pen my lips,
and my mouth shall pro- | claim your praise.
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or | I would give it.
You are not pleased | with burnt offering.
17The sacrifice of God is a | troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will | not despise.
18Favor Zion with | your good pleasure;
build up the walls | of Jerusalem.
19Then you will delight in the appointed sacrifices, in burnt | and whole offerings;
then young bulls shall be offered up- | on your altar.

GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive
the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that,
truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full
pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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GOSPEL ~ Luke 9:51-62
The Holy Gospel according to … Glory to you, O Lord.
51When

the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 52And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered
a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53but they did not receive
him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54When his disciples James
and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come
down from heaven and consume them?" 55But he turned and rebuked
them. 56Then they went on to another village.
57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you
wherever you go." 58And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the
air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." 59To another
he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my
father." 60But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." 61Another said, "I will follow you,
Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." 62Jesus said to him,
"No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God."
After the reading:

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
(We sit)

SERMON

Pastor Lauren Eanes

(We stand)

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
~see next page~
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we sing verses 1 & 2

we sing verses 1 & 2
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INVITATION TO LENT
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of
remembering Jesus' passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is
renewed.
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for
God's mercy. We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love
one another, and to live in harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion
separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy
the life our creator intended.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and
resists whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you,
therefore, to the discipline of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer
and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love—strengthened by the gifts of
word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through these forty days to
the great Three Days of Jesus' death and resurrection.
(We sit)

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one another, and before
the whole company of heaven, that we have sinned by our fault, by our own
fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have
been forgiven.
Have mercy on us, O God.
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have
infected our lives, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
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Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,
we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is
in us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and
cruelty, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our
prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those
who come after us, we confess to you.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Almighty God, you have created us out of the earth. May these ashes be a sign
of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only through the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our
savior and Lord. Amen.
At home, you are invited to mark your head, and the heads of others in your household, with a cross of ashes
or dirt, saying:

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Music during the Imposition of Ashes

Chief of Sinners Though I Be (W. McComb & R. Redhead)
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Vocal Solo

After all who desire ashes have received them:

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.
(We stand)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition:

. . . Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these
or similar words: “Peace be with you.”

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
O God, Creator of our wilderness world,
O God, Savior of the lost,
O God, Comforter of the sick and suffering,
we give you thanks for your everlasting might;
we glorify you for your covenant of mercy.
For forty days you cleansed the earth with the waters of the flood.
For forty days you illumined Moses with the words of your law.
For forty years you fed your people with manna from heaven.
You became truly human in Jesus our brother.
For forty days, with fasting and prayer, he renounced the power of the devil.
On the night before he died he took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
We extol his life.
Amen.
We lament his death.
Amen.
We celebrate his resurrection.
Amen.
Transform us, O God, with your lively Spirit.
Make this food into manna for our journey, the body and blood of your Son.
Grant us with the Ninevites forty days of repentance.
Teach us your words of wisdom and justice.
Renew the whole earth with baptismal grace.
At the last, lead all your pilgrim people through our deserts to your Easter
garden.
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To you, O God, Creator, Savior, Comforter,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be our worship and praise, adoration and thanksgiving,
now and forever. Amen.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In this meal we find unexpected grace.
Come and be fed.
Thanks be to God.
(We sit)

COMMUNION
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DISTRIBUTION MUSIC ~ Lamb of God

(We stand)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in
the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for
those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our
treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

we sing all verses

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
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DISMISSAL
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage;
hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

PREACHING MINISTER ~ Pastor Lauren Eanes

PRESIDING MINISTER ~ Pastor Alex Zuber

LAY ASSISTING MINISTER ~ Tassie Pippert
MUSIC MINISTER ~ Elizabeth Williams

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Printed music for today’s service is from the ELW and OneLicense.net and reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-701538.
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CCLI license # 20104877, and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License: SAS014720.
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