THE VIGIL OF EASTER

APRIL 16, 2022 ~ 4:00 PM

The Triduum
Three Holy Days
Welcome to Our Guests
We welcome you in the name of Christ. You are invited to join in all parts of worship. Everything you need
is printed in this worship folder except for some of the readings. If you would like to follow along with the
scripture readings, Bibles re available in each pew, and page numbers for each reading are listed. Guests
are encouraged to complete a blue card located in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate or give it
to an usher, or sign our guest register in the Gathering Area.
All who desire to receive Holy Communion are welcome at the table. Feel free to remain seated if you
prefer. For instructions on how to receive the bread and wine, see the Communion sections (no communion
on Good Friday). Portions of worship in bold print are to be spoken/sung by the whole congregation. We
stand for portions of our worship service. Please feel free to remain seated if you prefer.
Amplification devices are available from ushers for the hearing impaired. A restroom is located at the
north end of the Gathering Area (additional restrooms downstairs). Our nursery for newborns to age five
is open (unstaffed) and available for your use during services for The Three Holy Days. Masks are optional
but welcome. Please be mindful of others’ comfort level with distance and touch (handshakes, etc).
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be live-streamed. Digital ministry is an essential part of
our community with the Wellstream services allowing those at home to worship alongside our gathered
community for a service of Holy Communion. The cameras will be primarily focused on our worship leaders
and offer some wide-angle views of the sanctuary. If you have questions or concerns about appearing on
camera, contact Pastor Alex or Communication Minister Christian Perritt (perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org).

The Three Days
Maundy Thursday is the beginning of the Triduum—the ancient observance of the mystery of our salvation,
which plunges the faithful into the death of Jesus and brings them with him to resurrection life. The Three
Days is one liturgy, one worship service, extending from Thursday evening through the Easter Vigil.
Conform your life to the worship rhythms of the church this week. We gather with Christians around the
world to celebrate and remember. On Maundy Thursday, we heed Christ's commandment to love one
another—we wash each other's feet and share the meal he instituted. On Friday, we hear the passion of
Christ according to John, the narrative of Jesus as a king crucified and reigning from the cross. This service
continues to the Easter Vigil—the night, the very night, the passover of Christ from death to life. This is the
high point of the church's year, the night the church welcomes new Christians by baptism, lights the first of
the resurrection candles, and celebrates the first Easter Holy Communion.
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The Vigil of Easter
April 16 — 4:00 P.M.
Our worship continues with the Vigil. Tonight is the heart of our three-day observance and the pinnacle of the
church year. This service brings us from darkness to light, from the graveside to the resurrection proclaimed
at Easter. Underscoring the new life of Christ’s resurrection, tonight we celebrate new life in baptism and
gather around the Lord’s supper.
The service begins in Woodbine Cemetery with the lighting of a new fire. All gather in silence. A small unlighted candle
is given to each worshipper.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. And also with you.
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from
death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. This is the
passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water and oil, bread and wine, we
proclaim Christ’s death and resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await
Christ’s coming again in glory.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless this new fire,
and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ's rising, until we feast at
the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The presiding minister lights the paschal candle, using a stick or taper from the fire, and says:

The light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.
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PROCESSION
The procession begins, led by the minister bearing the paschal candle.
As the procession begins, the minister sings:
All

The procession continues, stopping in the parking lot. The minister lifts the paschal candle and sings the response on a
higher tone, after which the peoples’ candles are lit from the paschal candle.
All

The procession continues into the Gathering Area. The minister takes the paschal candle to its stand, lifts it high and
sings on a still higher tone:
All

(Congregation is seated)
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EASTER PROCLAMATION
A Cantor sings the Easter proclamation; the congregation sings the bold “All” responses.
Cantor

All

Cantor

All
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4

[Assembly]
All
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[Assembly]
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All
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Cantor
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All

Hand-held candles may be extinguished.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray. Eternal giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen
Christ. Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in
sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

VIGIL READINGS, PSALMS, REFLECTION, AND PRAYERS
Twelve readings are appointed. Each reading offers an image with which we recount God’s mighty acts and picture
salvation brought to completion in Jesus Christ. Tonight we will read six: Creation, Deliverance at the Red Sea,
Salvation Freely Offered to All, Valley of the Dry Bones, The Deliverance of Jonah, and Deliverance from the Fiery
Furnace. After each reading, there will be a period of silence to reflect on the readings.

FIRST READING ~ Genesis 1:1—2:4a (see pew Bible page 1)

CREATION

FIRST PRAYER
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our
humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

SECOND READING ~ Exodus 14:10–31; 15:20–21 (see pew Bible page 67)

DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA

SECOND PRAYER
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day: By the power of your
mighty arm you once delivered your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, a sign for us of
the salvation offered to everyone by the water of baptism. Grant that all the peoples of earth
may partake in the salvation of the Israelites and together dance on the safe side of the sea,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

THIRD READING ~ Isaiah 55:1-11 (see pew Bible page 760)

SALVATION FREELY OFFERED TO ALL

THIRD PRAYER
Holy God, you created all things by the power of your Word, and you renew the whole earth by
your Spirit. Give now the water of life to all who thirst for you, that, rejoicing in your covenant
of mercy, we may bring forth abundant fruit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FOURTH READING ~ Ezekiel 37:1–14 (see pew Bible page 898)

VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES

FOURTH PRAYER
Living God, by the death and resurrection of your Son you have brought us out of sin into
righteousness and out of death into life. Breathe into us your life-giving Spirit, that receiving
the gifts of word and sacrament, we may live in the hope of all your blessings to come, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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FIFTH READING ~ Jonah 1:1—2:1 (see pew Bible page 959)

THE DELIVERANCE OF JONAH

FIFTH PRAYER
O God of deliverance, you saved Jonah through the waters of death, and after three days you
brought him to new life. Speak to us by this sign, and call us to repentance, that we may heed
the voice of your risen Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SIXTH READING ~ Daniel 3:1–29 (see pew Bible page 916)

DELIVERANCE FROM THE FIERY FURNACE

SIXTH PRAYER
Almighty and eternal God, the only hope of the world, by the proclamation of your prophets
you declare to us the word of salvation. By the grace of your Spirit increase the devotion of all
the baptized, that, strengthened by your presence, we may withstand hardship and sorrow and
be united with your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The people stand to sing while we process to gather around the baptismal font.

HYMN ~ Baptized and Set Free
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM
Dear friends, on this most holy night, the Church keeps vigil, awaiting the glorious resurrection
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul teaches us that by baptism, we were buried with
Christ and lay dead in order that as Christ was raised from the dead in the splendor of the
Father, so we should set our feet on the new path of life. We give thanks for the gift of baptism
as we come before God to make public affirmation of baptism into Christ.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting
wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth.
Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for
dew and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are
the fountain of resurrection.
Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers
your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock.
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again.
At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that
saves us in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation.
Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us, and drown the
evil around us.
Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your own by water and the
Word in baptism. You have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your Spirit, and
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask
this in the name of Christ. Amen.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
I renounce them.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
AFFIRMATION
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God
made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God
and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and
deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in
all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.
Amen.
The people sing while we process to seats in the Sanctuary.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ~ Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

~see next page~
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The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter … Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL ~ John 20:1-18 (see pew Bible page 119 NT)
John’s Gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: the stone is moved, disciples race back and forth, and
angels speak to a weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears.
After the reading:

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
On this most holy night, Christ passes from death to life, and the whole creation shouts for joy.
We pray that the light of Christ will continue to transform the church, the world, and all in need.
O God, let the light of Christ shine on your church gathered in prayer. Lead us into the dark places
of this world, there to speak words of new life and grace. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By the light of Christ, illumine creation with the splendor of life. Reawaken creatures that
hibernate and give new buds to dormant vegetation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By the light of Christ, bring justice and equity to the nations of the world. We pray particularly
for the people and faith communities of the Holy Land, and for all lands ravaged by strife or
warfare. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By the light of Christ, warm the hearts of those in need and comfort those who care for them.
We pray especially for those who are dying. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
By the light of Christ, awaken in this community new energy for life together. Help us plant new
seeds and dream new dreams in a spirit of joy. We rejoice this night with the newly baptized.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
May Christ’s everlasting light shine on the faithful departed, who, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, sing the eternal song of creation’s praise. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are light, O God; you are life. We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to your
care, trusting in the one who is the firstborn of the dead, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or
similar words: “Peace be with you.”

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks . . .
(the minister continues with the preface, concluding:) . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
O God most mighty . . .
. . . Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. Amen.
Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. Amen!
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we pray, Amen. Amen.
. . . life in you, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
This is the feast of victory for our God!
Alleluia!
(We sit)
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COMMUNION
Processional Communion

All are welcome to come to the Lord's Table! After the invitation to communion, the ushers will direct each
row to come forward to receive the prepackaged communion kit. If you are unable to come forward, signal
an usher or raise your hand, and an assisting minister will bring the elements to you.
As the minister says, “The body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you,” you may take the elements and
say: “Amen.” Then return to your seat and consume the elements. If you need gluten-free and/or nonalcoholic juice communion elements, they are located on a small table at the front. Take one and present it to
the pastor for blessing. Please dispose of your communion packaging in the trash can by the doors on your
way out.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Lamb of God

(We stand)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift in faith toward you and
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

BLESSING
Almighty God, who raised our Lord Jesus to life, lift you up and restore you to wholeness.
Amen!
Christ, the Morning Star who never sets, scatter the shadows and fill you with light.
Amen!
God the Holy Spirit, who renews the whole earth, refresh you in the gift of baptism this night
and always.
Amen!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
The Trumpet Shall Sound (Handel; arr. L. Smith, 1984)
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PARTICIPANTS IN THIS EVENING’S SERVICE
PRESIDING MINISTERS ~ Pastor Lauren Eanes and Pastor Alex Zuber
LAY ASSISTING MINISTER ~ Mary Elizabeth Skinner
SOUND TECH ~ Mark Byerly
STORYTELLERS ~ Reich Family, Saunders Family, Stees Family, Copeland Family, Bob Kolodinsky, Muhlenberg Staff
CANTOR ~ Pastor Alex Zuber
ORGANIST ~ Elizabeth Williams, Music Minister
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