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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
WHAT’S THE BUZZ?
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
It's FALL at Muhlenberg Everyone!! Your
Congregation Council met September 19 for
our monthly meeting. We were most excited to
share JOYS this month. The BIG highlight for
us was our CHURCH PICNIC!!! We had
nearly 100 folks in attendance! It was such a
great time of fun and fellowship. We had great
food, conversation, and connections with
neighbors in our Shepherd areas. A HUGE
thanks to the Fellowship Committee, led by
Barbara Roadcap, for organizing this
wonderful event that we all needed! We hope
many more similar events will follow,
continuing to bring us together as a Muhlenberg
Family.

In addition to the picnic, we also were excited
by the energy at our Fall Kickoff! So many
people and families ready to participate in
Christian Formation — it's an exciting time
indeed!!
Aside from gushing about the picnic, we spent
the remainder of our time together reviewing
the upcoming 2023 budget documents. We are
trying to be realistic in our expectations for
gifts and offerings while also faithfully moving
forward in mission and ministry. More
discussion will continue through the month, as
this is not an easy task. Keep your Council in
your prayers as we prayerfully discern.
See you in the pews!!
Greta K. Willis, Congregation Council President

See the last four pages of The
Chimes for more photos of last
Sunday’s church picnic. A
special thanks to
Communication Minister
Christian Perritt for taking
great photos!

TODAY AT MUHLENBERG

CHORAL EVENSONG
AT EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
CLASS LOCATIONS

After a hiatus of more than two years,
Emmanuel Episcopal Church is delighted to
bring back their Evensong Series, generally
offered on the first Sunday of the month at
5:00 pm.
Choral Evensong, a contemplative service of
sung prayers and anthems, is offered at the even
point between active day and restful night. This
475-year-old Anglican choral music tradition
was established around 1549. Guest choirs
from the surrounding area lead the musical
portion of the service. Emmanuel’s Fellowship
Committee provides a simple reception
following the service.
We are happy to announce that Muhlenberg’s
combined adult choirs will serve as the guest
performing choir for Emmanuel’s October 2
service beginning at 5:00 pm. Please plan to
attend and show your support for our faithful
singers.

Pre-K – 5th Grade meet in the Muhlenberg
Activities Center [MAC] (behind the church)
These classes meet downstairs in the church:
Grades 6 - 8 ~ Augsburg Room
Devotional Classics High School & Adult
Class ~ Nielsen Room
Faith Lens Adult Class ~ Kairos Room
To attend virtually, use this Zoom Link:
HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/84731416878

THIS WEEK AT MUHLENBERG
WEEKLY STAFF MEETINGS
Weekly staff meetings have been moved to
Mondays at 1:00 pm. Volunteer office
assistants will answer phones and greet inperson visitors.
COMFORT MAKERS

FOOD COLLECTION REMINDER
We will collect non-perishable
food items for Patchwork Pantry
NEXT Sunday, October 2 in the
Gathering Area. No glass jars
please. The Pantry is also in
need of paper products (paper towels, wraps, food
storage bags, toilet tissue, etc.), cleansers (dish, laundry,
all-purpose), diapers, and all types of personal
hygiene products. Monetary donations are also
appreciated. Make checks payable to
Muhlenberg, noting “Patchwork Pantry” on the
memo line.

Thursdays, 8:00 am - noon
If you can tie a knot, want to help keep your
neighbors warm, and have an hour or 3 to spare
for others, come join us in Wayland Hall.
Contact Linda Morrison (lindamm778@gmail.com
or 383-5085) for details.

PRAYER SHAWL KNITTING CIRCLE
Saturday, October 1, 10:00 – 11:30am
Join us in the Gathering Area to create a prayer
shawl through knitting or crocheting. No
experience necessary; we'll teach you basic
stitches! This prayerful ministry and spiritual
practice reaches out to those in need of comfort
and solace, as well as in celebration and joy.
For more information, contact Jackie Wells
(540-434-6283 or jswells62@verizon.net).
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Fall 2022 at Muhlenberg Continues
Sunday Morning Worship
In Person ~ Sundays, 8:30 am and 11:00 am
Gather with the community to encounter God’s love and grace through prayer and fellowship,
Scripture and story, music and meal. Build relationships and journey in faith together!

Online ~ Sundays, 11:00 am
If distance or health prevents in-person attendance, connect via our Facebook
Page or YouTube for a full worship experience. The worship bulletin and The
Chimes are easily available at the Muhlenberg website, too!

Kids and the Nursery
Children are always welcomed and encouraged to be a part of our worship services, and their
presence and participation are important! Activity packs are available in the Gathering Area that
include quiet activities related to worship and the weekly Scripture reading. We are returning to a
weekly children’s message in worship as well.
For our very youngest (birth to age 4), quality childcare is provided each Sunday in the nursery
8:15 am - 12:30 pm, so little ones will have a safe space to be during worship and Christian
Formation.

A newsletter with full details about Fall 2022 at Muhlenberg was mailed recently. If you
didn’t receive one, additional copies are available at the Connection Center. Please also
contact Linda Depoy (depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org / 540-434-3496) to ensure we have your
correct address.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

PROPERTY WORKDAY

FAITH ON THE ROAD
Don't miss our first Faith on the Road evening
next Wednesday, October 5! After a delicious
homemade meal of Liberian Jollof Rice (a tasty
one-pot meal with chicken, veggies, and rice),
we'll hear from Philip Quoqui who will speak
about his family's experience escaping the
1990s Civil War in Liberia, and how his
lifelong Lutheran faith has impacted his
journey. The meal will be served at 6:00 pm in
Wayland Hall, with a suggested donation of $5
per person. Philip's talk will begin at 6:30 pm.
If you're not able to be there in person, join us
by ZOOM, using this link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87248917953

October 8, 8:00 am – 12 noon
The Property Committee has
scheduled a church workday for
Saturday, October 8, starting
at 8:00 am (but come anytime that’s
convenient). We will do some
interior painting and exterior landscaping.
Wear appropriate painting/outdoor work
clothes and join us! Coffee and donuts will be
provided. For more information, contact
Russell Presnell (russellepresnell@gmail.com or 540746-3562).

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
October 9, 2:00 pm
Join us in the yard behind the MAC for a brief
service of blessing for all our furry, fuzzy, and
feathery friends! This service is traditionally
held on a day near the church's commemoration
of St. Francis of Assisi. Pets and service
animals are welcome, leashed or properly
restrained for the safety of your pet and others.
Don't have a pet? You're still welcome to join
us! Have a pet but they cannot attend? Bring a
picture and join us anyway! Have a special
stuffed animal that has become “real” through
love and devotion? Bring them, too. Invite a
friend – all are welcome!

The series will continue throughout October.
We’ll start each week with a meal, then hear the
stories of travelers who encountered God in
new ways while on the road. Special activities
for kids will be offered, so adults can focus on
the speaker while the kids learn more about the
global community with Miss Ashley.
Future speakers include…
10/12 ~ Russ Eanes (husband of Finance Manager
Jane Eanes and Pastor Lauren’s father-in-law), author
of “The Walk of a Lifetime: 500 Miles on the
Camino de Santiago,” will share his
experiences on a pilgrimage in Spain.
10/19 ~ Maren Corliss and Remington Willis
will share stories and reflections from their time
in Young Adults in Global Mission and
Lutheran-Episcopal Volunteer Network.
10/26 ~ Pastor Alex Zuber will offer reflections
on “Holy Stories in Holy Lands”, sharing
experiences of Egypt where the Coptic
Christian and Muslim faiths grew side by side.

DIAMOND JUBILEE LUNCHEON
October 23, 12:15 pm
Diamond members (those
who are 75 or more), please
save the date for our
Diamond Jubilee luncheon
and social gathering in the MAC. Look for
details and a mailed invitation next month and
plan to join us as we celebrate YOU!
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MUHLENBERG NEWS

CREATION CARE TIP
Consider using a manual can
opener. The electric can opener
sitting on your kitchen counter
uses only a little bit of energy

SERVING IN WORSHIP
Our liturgy is, by definition, the “work of the
people!” There are lots of ways to get involved
in worship, and many find that serving in
worship is a meaningful part of their Sunday
morning. No experience necessary and we’ll
provide all the training! Contact Mary
Elizabeth Skinner (homeofjuno@msn.com or 540433-1326) to learn about being a Lay Assisting
Minister. Contact Kathy Thompson (540-5784830 or thompskb@jmu.edu) if you’d like to serve
as an usher, lector, or crucifer (see additional info
in next column). If you’re interested in learning
how to run our sound system or livestream
system,
contact
Christian
Perritt
(perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org or 540-434-3496).

(about .18 kWh per month for the average 175-watt
brand), but electric can openers require more

resources to manufacture, are more expensive
to ship, and take up more space in the landfill.
If everyone in the US started using a manual
can opener, we would save up to 648 million
kWh of power.

NEW DIRECTORIES
Last Sunday, the Care Committee made visit
area lists available and helped members learn
who their neighborhood shepherds are. In that
process, they also handed out new Active
Membership Directories. Extra copies of the
directory are available at the table in the
Gathering Area near the Sanctuary entrance.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED
We are in need of worship
servants: lectors, crucifers,
ushers/greeters, sound techs, etc.
Sign up in the notebook at the
Connection Center for October.
Signing up really helps the
schedulers avoid time calling/emailing. Oneon-one training can be arranged – just indicate
the training needed on the sign-up sheet or
contact Kathy Thompson (540-578-4830 or
thompskb@jmu.edu). If you prefer to sign up
online, follow the path below from our website:
Worship + Serve in Worship
Prefer to work behind the scenes? We have
many opportunities – talk with Kathy to learn
how you can serve.

NAME BADGES
As we return this fall, please make a name
badge so fellow members can learn your
name. Supplies are located at the welcome
table in the Gathering Area.

    
Devotional booklets for
October–December are
available at the Connection Center
and in the Connection Box outside
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MUSIC MINISTRY

FINANCE NEWS
OFFERING ENVELOPES
It’s time to order 2023 offering envelopes. Any
household who wishes can receive an offering
envelope booklet which includes each week of
the 2023 calendar year, plus major holidays.
Whether or not you prefer using offering
envelopes, please reply to the church email
(which you would have received earlier this week) and
click on the link to easily and quickly submit
your response - OR - simply contact Finance
Manager Jane Eanes (540-434-3496 or
finance@muhlenberglutheran.org) to say "YES" or
"NO" to 2023 offering envelopes by
TOMORROW, Monday, September 26. Your
prompt reply either way will ensure we order
just what we need. Thank you!

Adult Choirs
Celebration Singers ~
Tuesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Sanctuary Choir ~
Wednesdays, 6:30 – 7:30 pm

Children’s Choirs
Cherub Choir ~ Sundays,
November 6 – December 18
12:15 – 12:45 pm
For ages 4 – grade 2; led by Rachel Peters.
The Cherubs will practice in preparation
for singing in worship during Advent and
on Christmas Eve. Rehearsals will take
place in the Music Room.
Tweens and Teens ~
Sundays, November 6 – December 18
12:15 - 12:45 pm
For grades 3 – 8; led by Music Minister
Elizabeth Williams. The Tweens and
Teens will practice in preparation for
singing in worship during Advent and on
Christmas Eve. Rehearsals will take place
in the Sanctuary.

CARE COMMITTEE NEWS
SHEPHERD/VISIT AREA NEWS
Do you know your Muhlenberg neighbors?
Members of the Care Ministry team were in the
Gathering Area last week with maps and
neighborhood lists to help members learn who
their Muhlenberg neighbors and shepherds are.
If you missed the opportunity to get your list,
contact the church office and your
neighborhood list can be mailed to you.

Handbell Choir
Gloria Dei Ringers ~
Tuesdays, 7:00 - 8:30 pm
Led by Handbell Director Kath Wissinger.
Rehearsals will take place in the Sanctuary.

The weekly deadline for routine articles for The Chimes is
Thursday at 8:00 am. Requests for a series, inserts or fullcolumn articles should be made two weeks in advance.
Submit information to Parish Administrator Linda Depoy:
(depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org/434-3496)
Like us at facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran

6

CONFIRMATION NEWS

small groups. These are made up of a handful
of youth and a couple of adult leaders.
Participants will get to know other Lutheran
youth from Virginia and discuss life and faith
and other topics that arise throughout the
weekend.
Early registration discount ends October 24,
2022! Click HERE for more information or to
register, or talk with Pastor Alex.

CONFIRMATION FAMILY SIGN-UP
Confirmation has resumed for the '22-'23 year,
and we're excited to get rolling. The class meets
each Sunday at 9:45 am in the Augsburg Room
downstairs. Parents are asked to sign up HERE
for a date to attend classes and provide
supervision and snacks. Members of the
congregation, please keep our Confirmands in
your prayers as they begin this journey. If you
would like to attend a class and offer your
support, please contact Pastor Alex
(zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org).

LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE ACTIVITY
Pastor Alex and Dolan Nethercutt attended the
Bridgewater College Campus & Community
Fair recently. LCM serves students at
Bridgewater, JMU, EMU, and BRCC. Reach
out to Pastor Alex (zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org)
to learn more about getting connected!

SENIOR HIGH FELLOWSHIP
Join us for our next Youth Group event,
October 9 as we attend the Blessing of the
Animals service, and follow that up with an
animal related service project. High School
students are also invited to participate in the
Faith Lens Sunday School class at 9:45 am.
It’s an intergenerational opportunity for
youth and adults to be in conversation
together about the ways that we live out our
faith.

LOST AND FOUND
November 18-20
The Virginia Synod will hold
Lost and Found (an annual
faith-sharing retreat for 7th and 8th
graders and their adult advisors)

Friday, November 18 Sunday, November 20 at Eagle Eyrie
Conference Center in Lynchburg. Lost and
Found includes large group gatherings with lots
of singing, energy, comedy, worship, and a
presentation on our event theme. After each
large group gathering, participants gather in
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VA SYNOD NEWS

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE

SOUTHERN VALLEY
FALL GATHERING

HURRICANE FIONA
On Sunday, September 18, Hurricane Fiona
struck Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
causing massive flooding and power outages.
Rain continued to fall all day Sunday and into
Monday and flooding continued for several
days. At a moment’s notice, natural disasters
like Hurricane Fiona can cause widespread
destruction. Please pray for those impacted by
this storm.
Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) brings
God’s hope, healing and renewal to people
whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in
the United States and around the world. When
the dust settles and the headlines change, LDR
stays to provide ongoing assistance to those in
need.
100% of your gifts given to LDR go directly to
aid in disaster relief. Here are ways you can
give:
• Online: www.elca.org.
• Phone: 800-638-3522 (Monday-Friday,
8:00-5:00 Central Time).
• Mail: make checks payable to Lutheran
Disaster Response, designate Hurricane
Response and send to ELCA, PO Box
1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009.
• Offering plate: make check payable to
Muhlenberg and designate Lutheran
Disaster Response on your check and
envelope.
• Via Thrivent: Thrivent Financial
members can direct their Choice Dollars to
Disaster Relief and/or make a personal
donation that will be matched by Thrivent.
Visit thrivent.com Disaster Response for
details.

Sunday, October 9, 2:00 pm
Join women of the Southern Valley
Conference, Sunday, October 9 at St. JacobsSpaders Church. The program “What can I do
about climate change?” will be presented by
Deaconess Phyllis Cox. Registration at 2:00
pm; program begins promptly at 2:30. See details
at the Connection Center.

ALL LUTHERAN WOMEN'S RETREAT
November 3 - 5
Held at the Natural Bridge Historic Hotel and
Conference Center, the theme is Bloom Where
You Are Planted - Thriving in Times of Change.
The retreat leader is Donna Marie Todd.
Registration deadline is October 4;
information is available at the Connection
Center or at sites.google.com/view/alwretreat.

REMINDER
CONTACT INFORMATION
With our ever-changing lifestyles, it’s
sometimes difficult to be sure everyone has
your correct contact information. Have you
recently …

•
•
•
•

moved?
cancelled your home phone?
changed your cell phone number?
changed your home/work email
address?

If so, please be sure we have your updated
information by contacting Parish Administrator
Linda Depoy (depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org or 4343496).
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TIME, TALENT & TREASURE

WEEKLY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

RECENT ATTENDANCE
Here are some interesting statistics from our recent online
viewership:
9/11 8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 49
11:00 Holy Communion ................................... 83
11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 38
Total Views this Week .................................... 142
Hours Viewed this Week ............................... 52.0
9/18 8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 46
11:00 Holy Communion ................................... 97
11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 29

September 26 — October 2, 2022
If viewing electronically, you can
click the links below to access meetings and services.

NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER
Moving into the second half of the fiscal year, income and
expenses continue to trend lower than the previous year.
We did see an increase in gifts and offerings in the month
of August, as the fall program year begins, I am hopeful
gifts and offerings will remain higher than in past months.
As per the 2022 spending plan, money from a bequest and
reserve funds was moved into the budget which means the
budget shows an excess. Thank you for your continued
support of Muhlenberg!
Sarah A. Sunde, Treasurer

Mon

1:00 pm

Weekly Staff Meeting

Tues

6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Celebration Singers
Gloria Dei Ringers

Wed

10:30 am
6:30 pm

Wed. Morning Bible Study via ZOOM
Sanctuary Choir

Thur

8:00 am

Comfort Makers

Sat

10:00 am

Prayer Shawl Knitting Circle

Sun

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am
Holy Communion in person
9:45 am
Christian Formation in person
& via ZOOM
11:00 am Holy Communion in person and
Livestreamed via Facebook and
YouTube
5:00 pm
Choral Evensong at
Emmanual Episcopal

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through August 2022
2022
YTD
Actual

2022 YTD 2021 YTD
Budget
Actual

Gifts & Offerings

$350,108

$410,000 $391,258

Total Income

$432,664

$469,167 $456,370

Total Expenses

$368,112

$552,695 $542,140

$64,552

$(83,528) $(85,770)

Excess Income/(Deficit)

Giving in support of our Spending Plan
Giving to Other Designated Funds
Total Giving

Each week, we will lift up five households from
our congregation in prayer. Our prayer families
for this week are:
Erin Burke
Carol and Billie Bushong
Mark and Roberta Byerly
Paul and Paula Caldwell
Gary and Lesa Calleo

$ 8,530.06
$
926.73
$ 9,456.79

Aug. Thrivent Choice Dollars - $26

Please note: if you notice an unintentional omission in
our list or prefer your name not be listed, please contact
Parish Administrator Linda Depoy (540-434-3496 or
depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org).

To give online, scan here ➔
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Here are some photos from our 2022 Fall Kick Off!

The heart of each Sunday is worship together.
God calls us in and sends us out!

Shayla Forrest had a great
first day as our new
Nursery Coordinator!

The Devotional Classics Christian Formation class is a vibrant
experience exploring classic Christian writings where half the class
attends in person, and the other half attends online!

Confirmation
families are
excited for the
year ahead!
Pastor Alex
kicked off the
new program in
our recently
refreshed
Augsburg
Room.

The Faith Lens
class was
bursting with
thoughtful
conversation
and Biblical
reflection
among adults
and high
schoolers.

Our Lay
Assisting
Ministers
(LAMs) kicked
off a new year
of service with
lunch together.

The generous donations
from the congregation, the
excellent coordination of
our Local and Global
Mission Committee, and
the hard work of many
volunteers meant we
served 375 bag dinners to
Second Home families
and staff, residents at
Lineweaver apartments,
and friends met at Our
Community Place!

No matter your age, roller skating is just plain fun!
Skaters of all ages enjoyed Muhlenberg’s special
Fall Kick Off event at Funky’s.

And here are some photos from our Sept. 18 worship service and Congregational Picnic!

The Sanctuary Choir sings Standing on the Promises at the 11:00 service.

The congregation sings along with even our littlest ones engaged!

Pa
Pastor Lauren
welcomed
everyone.

Bill Wightman
and Brad Moyers
grilled hamburgers
and hot dogs.

People
enjoyed
fellowship
together while
the final
preparations
were being
made.

Fellowship
Chair and
Picnic
Coordinator
Barbara
Roadcap
makes sure
everything
is just right
as people
start
digging in!

There were lots of fun games for all ages, including a challenging kickball game …
rumor has it the kids slaughtered the adults!

