
 

 

NEED COVER 



 

 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~ September 4, 2022 

WELCOME 
We welcome you in the name of Christ. We love welcoming guests/visitors and encourage 
you to complete one of the blue cards in the pew rack and place it in the offering basket, or 
scan this QR Code with your smart phone to complete the visitor card digitally. We have a 
gift for you at our Welcome Desk – please stop by after worship. You are invited to join in 
all parts of worship. Everything you need is printed in this worship booklet.  All who desire 
to receive Holy Communion are welcome at the table. If you do not wish to receive, you are 
still welcome to come forward for a blessing! For instructions on how to receive the bread 
and wine, see the Communion section later in this booklet. Portions of worship in bold print are to be 
spoken by the whole congregation. We stand for portions of our worship service. Please feel free to remain 
seated, if you prefer. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Since the COVID-19 pandemic began, wearing a mask was one of the most fundamental signs of love we 
shared with our community to protect one another. As COVID rates have declined, the CDC has developed 
new guidelines. When both Harrisonburg City and Rockingham County are “green” or “yellow,” based on 
CDC guidelines/metrics, masks will be optional but welcome. If either the city or county is “orange,” we 
will go back to mandatory masking.  

OUR WORSHIP 
Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church – gathering, word, meal, sending. The shape of 
this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers come directly from scripture. Though we make seasonal 
shifts, the constancy of our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness, 
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion. Following this liturgical pattern, as well as the 
Narrative Lectionary (a four-year cycle of scripture readings in biblical order), we are connected through 
our worship with Christians around the world and throughout time. For details, see “About Our Worship” on the 
last page. 

 Worship will be live-streamed at 11:00 am. Digital ministry is an essential part of our community with 
the Wellstream service at 11:00 am allowing those at home to worship alongside our gathered community 
for a service of Holy Communion.  The cameras will be primarily focused on our worship leaders and offer 
some wide-angle views of the sanctuary.  If you have questions or concerns about appearing on camera, 
contact Pastor Alex or Communication Minister Christian Perritt (perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org). 

OTHER NOTES 
• Amplification devices for the hearing impaired are available from ushers or at the Welcome Desk.   

• A restroom is located at the north end of the Gathering Area (additional restrooms downstairs). 

 

MUHLENBERG LUTHERAN CHURCH:  A WELLSPRING OF GOD’S GRACE 
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WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
 

GATHERING 
We come from our homes, our labor, our struggles, and our joys – which we share in fellowship as a Christian 
community. We are gathered together as God’s people to worship.  In this first part of our worship, we share together 
honestly – our sins in confession, our joy in forgiveness. 
 

WELCOME 
 

SEASON OF CREATION MISSION MOMENT Doug and Lydia Price 
 

PRELUDE ~ Antiphon V: How Fair and Pleasant Art Thou (M. Dupre, 1886-1971)                

 
(We stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The congregation turns and faces the baptismal font. 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who so loves the world and all who live in it. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, Creation, and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, we expect nature to serve our needs, and we have damaged it in 
the process. We trample every wild place and pollute your waters. We abuse 
your good Earth until it cries out in pain. Forgive us, loving God. Remind us of the 
covenant you made with the whole Earth. Nourish us so we can restore your 
awe-inspiring Creation.  Amen.  
 

Christ, the one who was buried into the heart of the Earth and then raised up to 
new life, forgives you all your sin. Freed from your burdens, be led by the Spirit to 
do God’s healing work in the world.  
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar, 

reminding us that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God. 

 

 
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Life-giving God, you have made the land and trees, animals and all living creatures 
on the earth.  Fill us with wonder for the diversity of your whole creation, and give 
us open minds and hearts to hear the wisdom your creatures are sharing all around 
us.  Speak to us now through all creatures great and small, that following their voice 
we may find your call to restore what has been broken; through your son Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

(We sit) 
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WORD 
The first half of our liturgy focuses on the Word of God through the reading of scripture and preaching. The pattern 
of reading, singing, reading, singing is an ancient one, which comes from Christianity’s roots in Jewish synagogue 
worship.  

 

FIRST READING ~ Job 39:1-30   
1 “Do you know when the mountain goats give birth? Do you observe the calving 
of the deer? 2Can you number the months that they fulfill, and do you know the 
time when they give birth, 3when they crouch to give birth to their offspring, and 
are delivered of their young? 4Their young ones become strong, they grow up in 
the open; they go forth, and do not return to them. 5Who has let the wild ass go 
free? Who has loosed the bonds of the swift ass, 6to which I have given the steppe 
for its home, the salt land for its dwelling place? 7It scorns the tumult of the city; it 
does not hear the shouts of the driver. 8It ranges the mountains as its pasture, and 
it searches after every green thing. 9Is the wild ox willing to serve you? Will it 
spend the night at your crib? 10Can you tie it in the furrow with ropes, or will it 
harrow the valleys after you? 11Will you depend on it because its strength is great, 
and will you hand over your labor to it? 12Do you have faith in it that it will return, 
and bring your grain to your threshing floor? 13The ostrich's wings flap wildly, 
though its pinions lack plumage. 14For it leaves its eggs to the earth, and lets them 
be warmed on the ground, 15forgetting that a foot may crush them, and that a wild 
animal may trample them. 16It deals cruelly with its young, as if they were not its 
own; though its labor should be in vain, yet it has no fear; 17because God has made 
it forget wisdom, and given it no share in understanding. 18When it spreads its 
plumes aloft, it laughs at the horse and its rider. 19Do you give the horse its might? 
Do you clothe its neck with mane? 20Do you make it leap like the locust? Its 
majestic snorting is terrible. 21It paws violently, exults mightily; it goes out to meet 
the weapons. 22It laughs at fear, and is not dismayed; it does not turn back from 
the sword. 23Upon it rattle the quiver, the flashing spear, and the javelin. 24With 
fierceness and rage it swallows the ground; it cannot stand still at the sound of the 
trumpet. 25When the trumpet sounds, it says ‘Aha!’ From a distance it smells the 
battle, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting. 26Is it by your wisdom that 
the hawk soars, and spreads its wings toward the south? 27Is it at your command 
that the eagle mounts up and makes its nest on high? 28It lives on the rock and 
makes its home in the fastness of the rocky crag. 29From there it spies the prey; its 
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eyes see it from far away. 30Its young ones suck up blood; and where the slain are, 
there it is.” 

 
The reading concludes: 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 148  (read responsively) 
1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the Lord, all you angels; 

sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 

sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
7Praise the Lord from the earth, 

you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 

tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9mountains and all hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 

creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, 

old and young together. 
13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
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(We stand) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
 

GOSPEL ~ Luke 12:22-31 

The Holy Gospel according to … Glory to you, O Lord. 
22He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, 
and the body more than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 
reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how 
much more value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a thing as 
that, why do you worry about the rest? 27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like 
one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you — you of 
little faith! 29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to 
drink, and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive 
after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive 
for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 
 
After the reading: 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(We sit) 

SERMON  Pastor Alex Zuber 

Silence for reflection follows. 

 
(We stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ Shout to the Lord   we sing twice 
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we sing twice  
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APOSTLES’ CREED   

Let us confess our faith: 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS  
After each petition: 

   . . . Merciful God, receive our prayer.  
 

The lay assisting minister concludes the prayers: 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

Have a prayer concern to share?  Forms are available in the back cover of each hymnal. 

 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

The congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar words:   
“Peace be with you.” 

 
(We sit) 
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MEAL 
In the second half of our liturgy, we gather around the table, following Jesus’ invitation.  Here in this meal we 
encounter the risen Lord who gives himself for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening the Body of Christ. 
 

OFFERING   
  8:30 God the Sculptor of the Mountains (J. Thompson & A. Husberg)      Celebration Singers 
           11:00   For the Fruits of His Creation (D. von Kampen, 2015)                                                       Sanctuary Choir 
 

An offering is gathered at this time to support the mission of the 
church and care for those in need.  Our offerings are a humble 
and grateful response to the gifts that God has first given us.  
You can place a gift in the offering plate as the ushers come 
around, or give online by scanning the QR Code and visiting our 
online giving portal. 

 
(We stand) 

OFFERING SONG ~ Earth and All Stars  we sing verse 5 

 
 

~see next page~ 
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we sing verse 5 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving Creator, all Creation comes from you – forests, lands and prairies, wild 
places, rivers and streams. As we bring our offerings to you, we ask that you 
bless them so that your kingdom comes on Earth as it is in heaven; in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 

It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  



13 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Sculptor of the Earth, we praise you for the way your fingers traced the rivers 
across the land and lifted up the mountains. 
Painter of the landscapes, we praise you for how your brushstrokes bring color to 
our forests and vitality to our wilderness spaces. 
Breath of life, we praise you for the gift of your wind that sustains our very living, 
and which brings all flora and fauna dancing into being. 
In great joy you sent to the canvas of the cosmos your Son, Jesus Christ, to bring 
restoration and healing to all that is broken. 
 

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

O Holy God, reveal the Word made flesh through the mending of the woodlands 
and prairies, of the rocky peaks and valley streams. Renew our awareness of our 
place in the web of Creation. Send us with a yearning hunger to advocate for a 
healthier planet. 
All glory is yours, blessed Trinity, creator, redeemer and sanctifier, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  Amen.  
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
The bread of the Earth and the fruit of the vine are given here to renew creation. 
 

(We sit) 

COMMUNION  
Processional Communion  

All are welcome to come to the Lord's Table! After the invitation to communion, the ushers 
will direct each row to come forward to receive the prepackaged communion kit.  If you are 
unable to come forward, signal an usher or raise your hand, and an assisting minister will 
bring the elements to you. 
 

As the minister says, “The body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you,” you may take 
the elements and say:  “Amen.”  Then return to your seat and consume the elements. If you 
need gluten-free and/or non-alcoholic juice communion elements, they are located on a small 
table at the front. Take one and present it to the pastor for blessing. Please dispose of your 
communion packaging in the trash can by the doors on your way out.  

 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION  

Lamb of God   

 
(We stand)  
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BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.  Amen.  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God, you never give up on your beautiful yet damaged Creation. Though Jesus 
was broken on the cross, in the resurrection the Risen Lord encounters us with 
new life. Send us, who have received his body and blood, as signs of your 
redeeming power that restores our relationship with all of Creation and unites us 
with the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

SENDING OF COMMUNION PRAYER 

O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger, 
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters 
and brothers who are sick and homebound.  May they be sustained by the love 
and prayers of this community, and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
Our worship does not end, but continues in the world.  In our daily lives we are called to be ministers of God’s love 
and mercy as we live and serve by the power of the risen Christ. 
 

SENDING HYMN ~ Children of the Heavenly Father  

The congregation turns & faces the cross reminding us that we follow Christ into the world & our daily lives.  

 
 

~see next page~ 
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BLESSING 
Almighty God, who breathes life into you and all living things, who heals all the 
world, and who sustains all Creation, give you peace and purpose, in the name of 
the Father, and the + Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
We have been renewed at the Wellspring of God’s grace! Now, go in peace to live 
out Christ’s love! 

We go to be:  Open  Authentic  Relational  Serving 
Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE ~ All Glory, Laud, and Honor (A. Guilmant, 1837-1977: arr. J. Spong, 1971) 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICES 
 

PREACHING & PRESIDING MINISTER ~ Pastor Alex Zuber 
 

CRUCIFERS 8:30 ~ Bill Whitmire 
 11:00 ~ Cheryl Hoak 

LAY ASSISTING 8:30 ~ Kim Fawley  
MINISTERS 11:00 ~ Philip Quoqui 

LECTORS 8:30 ~ Tassie Pippert 
 11:00 ~ Mark Warner 

USHERS 8:30 ~ Karen Thomsen 
 11:00 ~ Pam Bergey, John Mulder 

SOUND 8:30 ~ Tom Pippert 
TECHS 11:00 ~ Mark Byerly 

MUSICIANS  Elizabeth Williams, Music Minister 
 Celebration Singers (8:30); Sanctuary Choir (11:00) 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Permission to print/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-701538, 

CCLI license # 20104877, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License: SAS014720, and St James Press, license #15220. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After worship, Pastor Alex invites you  
to greet him and each other in the Gathering Area and outside.  

Please maintain physical distance and be mindful of others’ wishes for space. 
 

REMINDERS AS YOU EXIT THE SANCTUARY 
• Please place your communion packaging in the trash 

can as you exit the sanctuary.  

• Please leave this worship booklet in the basket at the 
sanctuary entrance for the next service (or recycling). 

• We encourage you to take The Chimes home with you. 



 

 

ABOUT OUR WORSHIP… 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  + All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins, but no one should feel compelled. Both our confession of sin and God’s promise of mercy are rooted in our baptism. 
We come before God recalling our brokenness, but even more God’s great grace. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  We sing as the Spirit gathers us for worship and this hymn sets the tone for the day.  
 

KYRIE:  The Kyrie is an ancient piece of service liturgy that may date back to the second century.  Kyrie Eleison is Greek for 

"Lord have mercy" and is in reference to both New and Old Testament scriptures which use the same words and pattern. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY: The Prayer of the Day collects the themes from today’s scripture readings. 
 

READINGS AND PSALM:  Liturgy, from the Greek, means “the work of the people.” Our worship is designed so we all take part. 

We are far more than just spectators.  The scripture readings follow a three-year cycle, called a lectionary.  We are connected 
with other Christians all over the world, in many denominations, reading the same texts.  The Psalms were the original Hymns 
in Holy Scripture, used by God’s people for personal and corporate devotion.  They continue to be prayed, sung and read by 
God’s people all over the world as a rich and honest expression of faith. We stand during the gospel because we believe our 
Lord is present with us in the reading.   

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: This hymn complements the day’s scripture readings and sermon. 
 

NICENE & APOSTLES’ CREEDS: The creeds (statements of faith) date back to the 4th century and contain the basics of what 
Christians around the world hold to be true. The use of the non-capitalized word “catholic” means simply worldwide or 
universal.  

 

PRAYERS: We pray as a community. The assisting minister leads this time to gather the prayers of all, and at his/ her invitation 

you may add others aloud or silently in your heart. 
 

PEACE: Much more than a pleasant greeting — we do this to proclaim God’s promise of peace to one another. 
 

OFFERING:  Our offerings are collected and dedicated to our Lord’s service. They support the ministries of Christ’s church in 

this congregation, the Virginia Synod, ELCA, and our global mission partners. 
 

OFFERING SONG:  This song becomes our prayer as our gifts are collected and dedicated to our Lord’s service.  
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING & HOLY, HOLY, HOLY:  The Great Thanksgiving is an ancient part of the worship that proclaims our 

thanks for the gifts of God in the meal. The “Holy, Holy, Holy” echoes the heavenly chorus in Isaiah 6:3 and the crowds of 
Mark 11:9 as Jesus enters Jerusalem. This reminds us that we are in the presence of a God identified both by holiness and 
humility. Some will make the sign of the cross at the announcement of God’s presence: “Blessed is He...” 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:  Eucharist is the Greek word for thanks.  These are the words and actions, the commands and promises 

of Jesus at the last supper with his disciples as recorded in scripture:  1Cor. 11:23-26, Matt. 26:26-29, Luke 22:15-20. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER:  Jesus taught his disciples this prayer. In this prayer, all our needs and concerns are addressed.  See ELW 
page 1163 for Martin Luther’s explanation of this prayer in the small catechism. 

 

COMMUNION:  The “last supper” was a meal that Jesus shared with his disciples before his crucifixion. He invited them to 
share this meal in the future to remember him and he promised to be present in a mysterious, but very real sense.  All who 
desire to participate are welcome to receive Holy Communion.  Feel free to remain seated if you prefer. 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  We gather once more in song as our worship concludes, and we prepare to take this good news into 

the world. 
 

BLESSING:  In this blessing we are reminded we bear God’s name as we depart to live out our baptism, serving our neighbor 
and spreading the gospel. It reaffirms our mission and reminds us that if we are to be a Wellspring of Grace, we need to be 
renewed first through Water, Word, and Meal—the means of grace God has given to us.  


