The CHIMES
MUHLENBERG: A WELLSPRING OF GOD’S GRACE
Muhlenberg Lutheran Church strives to be a Wellspring of God’s Grace in Jesus Christ.
Open Authentic Relational Serving
Published Weekly by Muhlenberg Lutheran Church
281 East Market Street, Harrisonburg, Virginia 22801
Phone: 540-434-3496
E-mail address: info@muhlenberglutheran.org
Website: www.muhlenberglutheran.org
Senior Pastor Lauren Eanes: eanes@muhlenberglutheran.org

Associate Pastor Alex Zuber: zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org

November 6, 2022

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
WHAT’S THE BUZZ?
ALL SAINTS DAY
Since its earliest centuries, the church has set aside a day to remember the great cloud of witnesses
who have gone before us in the faith, stretching across the centuries and around the globe. Today
we give thanks for the saints who have gone before us, for the saints of God who are living, and
for saints still to come. We are especially thankful for the witness and works of those who have
died in the faith as they modeled what it means to be both saint and sinner. We remember by name
those who died in the past year, and look forward to sharing with them the life that is eternal. We
also remember by name those who have been baptized in faith this past year, and rejoice with these
new saints being born in the baptismal waters. Most of all, we remember the one whose death and
resurrection has formed this company of all the saints, hallowing all our lives and deaths.

We give thanks for all the saints who attended our Diamond Jubilee on October 23.
Our community is blessed by their presence & participation in the life of faith!
~ What’s the Buzz? continued on page 2 ~

WHAT’S THE BUZZ? (CONT’D)

DISPLAYING THE NAMES OF SAINTS
Starting TODAY in the Gathering Area there is
a cross on which the names of your loved ones
and those who have shaped your faith are
woven together. We acknowledge the saints
(persons living or deceased) who have enriched your
spiritual life or the life of the church. The cross
will be displayed All Saints Sunday (TODAY)
through the First Sunday of Advent (Nov. 27) as
an opportunity for us to remember how our
saints point us to the hope found in Jesus.

NOVEMBER: #MUHLENBERGTHANKS
The month of November is marked by many
opportunities for giving thanks. From All
Saints Day, to Veterans Day, to each Sunday
we gather around the Lord’s Table, and
certainly to Thanksgiving Day itself, we have
so many occasions to name all for which we are
grateful. We’re reminded in 1 Thessalonians
5:16-18, “Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”

TODAY AT MUHLENBERG
FOOD COLLECTION REMINDER
Special Thanksgiving Collection
We will collect non-perishable food
items for Patchwork Pantry TODAY
in the Gathering Area. No glass jars
please.
Patchwork Pantry has asked Muhlenberg to
help them diversify offerings with a couple of
seasonal items. Our goal is to collect 50 of the
following:
chicken broth/stock
corn muffin mix
Donations may be dropped off in the Gathering
Area. Monetary donations are also appreciated.
Please make checks payable to Muhlenberg,
noting “Patchwork Pantry” on the memo line.

In that spirit, we would like to be intentional
about offering #MuhlenbergThanks throughout
this month. If there is a fellow member you’d
like to lift up and thank, we invite you to share
your
stories
with our
Pastors
or
Communication Minister Christian Perritt
(perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org) and watch for
these stories on social media, in The Chimes,
and on the bulletin board by the back red doors.
On social media, use #MuhlenbergThanks as
you give thanks for all who have blessed you.
Follow us on Instagram (@MuhlenbergLC) or
Facebook to see and share these stories from
our community. May your hearts be full of
THANKS this November!

LAY COMMUNION MINISTRY
Lay Communion Ministers will be blessed and
sent forth this morning. They bring communion
to homebound members once a month. If you
are interested in receiving home communion, or
if you are interested in serving as a Lay
Communion Minister, please contact Pastor
Lauren or Linda Morrison.
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL NEWS

THIS WEEK AT MUHLENBERG

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS
Greetings, Muhlenberg!! Your Council met on
October 24 to discuss the business of our
church. Here are a few things we talked about:

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
Lunch and Escape Room, Nov. 13
Our high school youth are going to an escape
room together NEXT Sunday, November 13 at
Escapism in Downtown Harrisonburg! Lunch
will be served in the Campus Ministry Room
immediately after 11:00 am worship, and we’ll
walk downtown together. Escape Rooms have
participants solve a series of puzzles and games
to beat a larger objective as a team. It will be a
fun time of fellowship together, so contact
Pastor Alex if you’d like to go!

• We celebrated (via Zoom) with new Mom and
our Treasurer, Sarah Sunde at UVA with her
twin baby girls born Oct. 19. All are well. We
marveled at Sarah’s dedication to
Muhlenberg by joining the meeting under the
circumstances!!
• It was a busy month for our pastors!! Lots of
Pastoral Care and plenty of planning for a
great rest of the program year. Watch for an
informative Advent/Christmas newsletter
going out soon!
• Muhlenberg will host a Community
Christmas Dinner the afternoon of Christmas
Day. For those that remember we did this
prior to Covid, and it was a wonderful
community celebration we want to offer
again. Watch for more info in the coming
weeks. If you receive a call for help with this
event...please say YES!!
• We discussed the Proposed 2023 Ministry
Spending Plan for the majority of our
meeting. We have done our best to be good
stewards of the gifts Muhlenberg has been
given. Our proposed plan will be available in
plenty of time for review prior to our
Congregational Meeting on November 20.
As always, your Council encourages your
input!! Feel free to reach out to me at
mlccouncilpres@yahoo.com.
See you in the pews!!

MUHLENBERG MINISTRIES NIGHT
Monday, November 7 at 7:00 pm
Please remember that for November and
December only, Ministries Night committees
will meet on the 1st Monday of the month. We
meet via ZOOM.
Committees meeting on Ministries night this
month include Property, Care, Local and
Global Mission, and Communication. If you
are interested in joining one of these
committees, or learning more about what they
do, please don't hesitate to sign in and
participate! Each of these ministries utilize the
gifts of many to carry out God's mission in this
place, and welcome the participation of all who
are interested.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
ADVENT-URE SUNDAY
Sunday, December 4

Greta K. Willis, Congregation Council President

Join us for a cozy lunch and Advent-themed art
for all ages. There will also be Advent wreath
making and an opportunity to learn about and
make Chrismons. You won't want to miss it!
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HYBRID ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
It’s that time of year again!!! Time to admire the leaves, then have to rake them into
submission … so many leaves!!! But also a time of thanksgiving and to join together as
Muhlenberg’s body of Christ to hear about what is planned for 2023. Your Pastors, staff, and
Congregation Council have been hard at work planning and preparing for the new year. As
you see in The Chimes, we will hold a hybrid Annual Meeting of the Congregation
November 20 at 9:45 am. Details on how to participate are included in The Chimes,
including options to participate in person and via Zoom (online or by phone).
Sunday morning Christian Formation classes will be cancelled the morning of the 20th so that
all may attend the meeting. We are hoping that those worshiping at the 8:30 service will stay
and those worshiping at the 11:00 service will come a little bit earlier in order to participate.
I look forward to our being together as we provide for new lay leadership and prepare for our
ministry spending in 2023.
Thank you,
Greta, Congregation Council President

You are invited to a…
HYBRID ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 AT 9:45 AM
You may attend in person in the Sanctuary or via Zoom (online or by phone).
The Purpose of the Meeting:

 Review and vote on the 2023 Spending Plan (coming soon)
 Elect two Congregation Council Members: Nominees are Karen Thomsen and
Russell Presnell (see page 6 for bios)
The Spending Plan and Council bios will be available soon at the Connection Center, Connection
Box, and online at

www.muhlenberglutheran.org/congregationalmeeting
To request materials be mailed to you, call Parish Administrator Linda Depoy at 434-3496.

4

ANNUAL MEETING PARTICIPATION INSTRUCTIONS
IN-PERSON ATTENDANCE
Join us in the Sanctuary to attend the meeting in person.

ZOOM ONLINE ATTENDANCE
STEP 1: ZOOM DOWNLOAD / PHONE OPTION
First, download the Zoom app. Go to https://zoom.us/download and follow the prompts for
installation. Visit the Muhlenberg website above for a video tutorial about Zoom.
STEP 2: ATTENDING THE MEETING
Once Zoom is downloaded, you’re ready to attend the meeting:
• The meeting is on Sunday, November 20 at 9:45 am. Please logon approx. 5 minutes
before the meeting using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84731416878
• Follow the prompts to run Zoom, and then wait for the meeting host to let you in.
If, for some reason, Zoom doesn’t open, you can always open Zoom manually, select
“Join a meeting” and enter this 11-digit Meeting Code: 847 3141 6878.
• Once you are admitted by the host, select “Join with computer audio”
• For this meeting, you may be separated into different “breakout rooms” (small groups)
for member voting. This will happen automatically – there’s nothing you need to do.
Each breakout room will have a moderator. For voting, please follow the instructions of
the moderator so votes can be accurately tallied. You will then be automatically sent back
to the main meeting room.
STEP 3: ZOOM ETIQUETTE
• To assist moderators, edit your name on Zoom to include the names of all voting
members in your home. Visit the Muhlenberg website above for a video tutorial that
includes instructions on name editing.
• Mute your audio (click on the “Mute” option) until you are asked to unmute for voting,
etc.
• Make sure video is turned on so the host can see you and know you’re still logged in.

ZOOM PHONE ATTENDANCE
If you can’t download the app, you can always join by phone. Call the number below 5
minutes before the meeting and provide additional information as prompted:
1-929-205-6099
(Meeting ID: 847 3141 6878)

QUESTIONS/MORE INFORMATION

• If you have questions about Zoom, please contact Communication Minister Christian
Perritt at perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org or 540-810-3996.
• Visit our website at www.muhlenberglutheran.org/congregationalmeeting for meeting
materials and additional information. To receive materials in print form, visit the
Connection Center or Connection Box or contact Linda Depoy at 434-3496.
5

CONGREGATION COUNCIL NOMINEES
The bios below will help you learn more about the current slate of nominees who are
running for their second term on Congregation Council:

KAREN THOMSEN

RUSSELL PRESNELL

My name is Karen
Thomsen and I live
in Bridgewater with
my husband Tom.
We have three
grown
daughters
and 7 grandchildren.
I retired in 2018
after 39 years in
education as both a teacher and administrator
but continue to work part time when needed. I
have been a member of Muhlenberg Lutheran
Church for over 20 years. I am a member of the
Local and Global Mission Ministry and enjoy
the Faith Lens Sunday morning class as well as
Wednesday morning Bible Study.

My name is Russell
Presnell and I was
born and raised in
Orlando, Florida. I
graduated from James
Madison University
and, except for two
years spent abroad,
have called Harrisonburg my home since 2003.
I became a member of Muhlenberg in 2006,
where I faithfully sit in the back of the
sanctuary.
I currently serve as the Property Committee
Council Liaison and part of Muhlenberg’s
mowing team. I am also Vice Chair of Second
Home Learning Center and have served as the
Council Liaison to Second Home for two years.

Outside of church I enjoy volunteering with
several organizations, gardening, reading, and
keeping up with the activities of my grandkids.
I am constantly amazed at how the Holy Spirit
is at work in my life and in the life of the
church. I believe Muhlenberg is called to share
God’s Good News with each other and with our
neighbors near and far. It would be a privilege
to serve again on the Church Council.

Previously I served as a congregational
representative for Faith in Action and on its
executive board. I have served on the
Transportation Safety Board for the city of
Harrisonburg and was the regional coordinator
for the Virginia Industrial Hemp Coalition for
three years. I am a small business owner and
work in transportation and real estate.
Most proudly, I am the father of a wonderful
five-year-old boy, Ansel. I enjoy college
football and basketball (Go Gators), working in
my garden, a sense of humor, reading, bbq and
getting out into nature. I look forward to
serving Muhlenberg on Council.
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MUHLENBERG NEWS

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

ARE YOU A VETERAN?
As part of our month of #MuhlenbergThanks,
we would like to show our appreciation for our
service veterans. If you served in the armed
forces, the reserves, or the National Guard,
please
contact
the
Church
office

SUNDAY CLASS LOCATIONS
Pre-K – 5th Grade meet in the Muhlenberg
Activities Center [MAC] (behind the church)
These classes meet downstairs in the church:
Grades 6 - 8 ~ Augsburg Room
Devotional Classics Adult Class ~
Nielsen Room
Faith Lens High School & Adult Class ~
Kairos Room

(depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org or 540-434-3496).

CREATION CARE TIP
Your refrigerator and freezer are
responsible for about one-sixth of
the energy use in your home,
more than any other single household
appliance. You can help your freezer run more
efficiently by keeping it full. The more frozen
items in your freezer, the less space there is to
trap warm air when the door is opened.

To attend virtually, use this Zoom Link:
HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/84731416878

TEACHERS & VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are excited to report that we had 14 kids in
our PreK-5th grade Christian Formation class
last week. The week before, we had almost as
many in the Nursery between the 2 services.
Having that many kids on a regular basis is
terrific, but it means that the Kids of
Muhlenberg need YOU more than ever to spend
time with them and show them the love of
Jesus. Please contact Ashley Saunders
(saunders@muhlenberglutheran.org) to find out more.

MUSIC MINISTRY
LET THE CHILDREN SING!
Cherub Choir and Tween/Teen Choir are back,
and will begin rehearsing TODAY, immediately
following the 11:00 service, and continuing
each Sunday through December 18. Both
groups will sing in worship Sunday,
December 11 (11:00 service only) and Christmas
Eve, 4:30 pm service.
Cherubs ~ Rachel Peters conducts the Cherubs
(ages 4- 2nd grade) and gather in the Music Room.
They rehearse 12:15 – 12:45 pm.
Tween/Teens ~ Elizabeth Williams conducts
the Tween/Teens (3rd – 8th grades) and gather in
the choir chancel in the sanctuary. They
rehearse 12:15 – 1:00 pm.
So come, children! Let’s make a joyful noise
unto the Lord! ☺ -Elizabeth

The weekly deadline for routine articles for The Chimes is
Thursday at 8:00 am. Requests for a series, inserts or fullcolumn articles should be made two weeks in advance.
Submit information to Parish Administrator Linda Depoy:
(depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org /434-3496)
Like us at facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran
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DIGITAL MINISTRY

JOYFUL TRUNK OR TREAT
EXPERIENCE

To help share information from our social media with
those who don’t have access or may have missed it, we
have started this new column in The Chimes. Here is some
recent information from Muhlenberg’s Facebook page.

Our Trunk or Treat was a delightful experience
for the many kids who arrived in Muhlenberg’s
parking lot ready to collect candy and play
Halloween-themed games. It was also an
experience
of
#MuhlenbergJoy
for
Muhlenberg’s more “mature” members as well.
Bill Compton and his dog Charlie hosted a
trunk that brought smiles to many kids’ faces.
“I didn’t decorate my trunk with decorations,”
he said. “But I decorated it with Charlie.” Bill
interacted with every costumed character that
came to his trunk, commenting on their
costumes and inviting them to give Charlie a
few pets, which Charlie happily accepted.
Bill shared, “The kids were a hoot! And it
meant a lot to me to be there, because
Halloween was my (late) wife’s favorite
holiday. She always decorated our house and
looked forward to handing out candy on
Halloween night. I can’t decorate our house
anymore, but I could be here for this event. And
I’m glad I was, because it was a lot of fun!”

Our Saturday “Prayers of the People” posts are from our
Muhlenberg members. As we enter an exciting new year
of programming at church, our prayers focus on “hope.”

“Did I see you today?”
by BJ Daniel

Dear Lord,
You walk with us everyday
Everywhere.
Did I see you today?
As the the sun shown into my window,
The bird greeting at my porch door.
The wave of the maintenance man.
Did I see you today?
The homeless man’s face tilted to gather the
warmth of the morning,
Grateful to have survived a frigid night.
Did I see you today?
A clerk’s tilted head, leaning forward,
asking if I needed help finding an item in the
store.
Did I see you today?
As a neighbor encouragingly asked for time to
hear my story,
After my repeated delays.
Did I see you today?
The unkempt customer who ran after me,
To give me my misplaced purchase
Left behind.
May God grant us the gift of seeing the unseen,
Opening our hearts to his grace every moment,
Leading us to acknowledge each giver of grace,
Everyday
Everywhere
Amen
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DIGITAL MINISTRY: CONFIRMATION
The following youth affirmed their baptism on Confirmation Sunday last week:
Isaiah Paul Campbell
William Jay Eppard
Abigail Rebecca Gibson
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DIGITAL MINISTRY: TRUNK OR TREAT
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DIGITAL MINISTRY: TRUNK OR TREAT (CON’T)
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TIME, TALENT & TREASURE

WEEKLY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

RECENT ATTENDANCE
Here are some interesting statistics from our recent online
viewership:
10/23 8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 47
11:00 Holy Communion ................................. 107
11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 30
Total Views this Week .................................... 103
Hours Viewed this Week ............................... 54.8
10/30 8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 61
11:00 Holy Communion ................................... 90
11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 29

November 7 – November 13, 2022
If viewing electronically, you can
click the links below to access meetings and services.
Mon

1:00 pm Weekly Staff Meeting
6:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting
7:00 pm Ministries Night

Tues

6:30 pm Celebration Singers
7:00 pm Gloria Dei Ringers

Wed

NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER
As we begin a new program year, gifts and offerings
lagged a bit behind where I anticipated. I am hopeful that
we see even a modest increase in the closing months of
2022. We know it has been a tough year to ask for more
from each of you and yet we continue to see you faithfully
give! Our expenses were much higher this month, but this
is when we pay property and liability insurance and
prepare for programs. The surplus decreased, but I am
still hopeful income and expenses will balance by the end
of this fiscal year.
Sarah A. Sunde, Treasurer

10:30 am Wed. Morning Bible Study via ZOOM
6:30 pm Sanctuary Choir

Thur

8:00 am Comfort Makers

Sun

Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost
8:30 am Holy Communion in person
9:45 am Christian Formation in person
& via ZOOM
11:00 am Holy Communion in person and
Livestreamed via Facebook and
YouTube
12:15 pm Cherub Choir Rehearsal
12:15 pm Tween Choir Rehearsal
12:15 pm HS Youth Lunch & Escape Room

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through September 2022
2022
YTD
Actual

2022 YTD 2021 YTD
Budget
Actual

Gifts & Offerings

$386,252

$461,250 $437,359

Total Income

$477,717

$527,812 $506,640

Total Expenses

$452,332

$619,905 $598,576

$25,385

$(92,093) $(91,936)

Excess Income/(Deficit)

Giving in support of our Spending Plan
Giving to Other Designated Funds
Total Giving

Each week, we will lift up five households from
our congregation in prayer. Our prayer families
for this week are:
Mary Anne Duda
Lora Dugard
Alan, Brittany, Sierra and Myles Dyer
Nate, Pastor Lauren, Donovan, Keira Miller,
Brendan Miller and Ana Eanes
Joseph and Diana Enedy

$ 4,868.00
$101,106.73
$105,974.73

Please note: if you notice an unintentional omission in
our list or prefer your name not be listed, please contact
Parish Administrator Linda Depoy (540-434-3496 or
depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org)

To give online, scan here ➔
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