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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WHAT’S THE BUZZ?

About our Advent Theme
The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the
Advent and Christmas seasons have been
passed down to us throughout the generations.
Many of us enter this season with a swell of
memories and emotions. Like a tapestry woven
throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us
in – to remember how God has shown up in the
past, to continue the work of collective
liberation, to behold the presence of God in
flesh and bone. The work of God is always
unfolding – in and through us. The theme
From Generation to Generation reminds us of
the ways our lives, histories, actions, and
stories are interconnected and woven together.
In the midst of narratives, policies, and rhetoric
designed to divide us, what does it look like to
practice belonging to one another? This Advent
at Muhlenberg, may you remember that you
belong – to a story etched into the wrinkles of
time, to generations that have come before and
will come after, to a love that won’t let you go.
See details about our Advent/Christmas
offerings on pages 3-8.

TODAY AT MUHLENBERG
THE ADVENT WREATH
Each week of Advent, we light a
wreath. In the midst of the
growing darkness of winter, the
unbroken circle of greens
signifies everlasting life, a victory wreath, the
crown of Christ, and the wheel of time itself.
The four candles mark the progress of the four
weeks of Advent and the growth of light.
Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ
reaches into our time to lead us to the light of
everlasting life. In many homes, the family
gathers for prayer around the wreath. If your
house doesn't have an Advent wreath, don't
worry—come to Advent-ure Sunday next week
where you can make one to take home! See p. 4.
WELCOME NATE RIDDLE
Open Doors Executive Director of Operations
Nate Riddle joins us today to share information
about the agency which provides shelter,
compassionate support, and access to services
for those who are homeless in our community.
There are many ways to be involved and many
needs! Muhlenberg will provide dinners at the
shelter December 5-11. Please click HERE to
see how you can help!

TODAY AT MUHLENBERG (CONT’D)

FOOD COLLECTION REMINDER
NEXT

PASTOR LAUREN AT VMRC

Sunday, December 4

We will collect non-perishable
food items for Patchwork Pantry
in the Gathering Area. No glass
jars please. The Pantry is also in
need of paper products (paper

This morning, Pastor Lauren is leading worship
at Virginia Mennonite Retirement Community,
for their regular 10:00 am community worship
service. We are grateful for opportunities for
Muhlenberg to serve together with ecumenical
partners, and Pastor Lauren is delighted to be
able to join residents of VMRC in worship
today.

towels, wraps, food storage bags, toilet tissue, etc.),
cleansers (dish, laundry, all-purpose), diapers, and

all types of personal hygiene products.
Monetary donations are also appreciated. Make
checks payable to Muhlenberg, noting
“Patchwork Pantry” on the memo line.

THIS WEEK AT MUHLENBERG
WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Wednesdays, 10:30 am

MUHLENBERG MINISTRIES NIGHT

We look forward to gathering together again
THIS Wednesday, November 30. Based on
the Narrative Lectionary, this class gathers each
week to look ahead to Sunday’s lessons and
dive deeper into God’s word. Led by Pastor
Lauren, this group will meet via Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/200491556

Temporary Date Change
Please remember that for December,
Ministries Night committees will meet the first
Monday of the month, December 5, 7:00 pm.
See you there!
Kevin Stees, Congregation Council Vice President

PRAYER SHAWL KNITTING CIRCLE
Saturday, December 3, 10:00 – 11:30am

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS

Join us in the Gathering Area to create a prayer
shawl through knitting or crocheting. No
experience necessary; we'll teach you basic
stitches! This prayerful ministry and spiritual
practice reaches out to those in need of comfort
and solace, as well as in celebration and joy.
For more information or if you desire a prayer
shawl to give to someone, contact Jackie Wells
(540-434-6283 or jswells62@verizon.net).

SUNDAY CLASS LOCATIONS, 9:45
Pre-K – 5th Grade meet in the Muhlenberg
Activities Center [MAC] (behind the church)
These classes meet downstairs in the church:
Grades 6 - 8 ~ Augsburg Room
Devotional Classics Adult Class ~
Nielsen Room
Faith Lens High School & Adult Class ~
Kairos Room
To attend virtually, use this Zoom Link:
HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/84731416878
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The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the Advent and Christmas seasons have been passed
down to us throughout the generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell of memories
and emotions. Like a tapestry woven throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us in – to
remember how God has shown up in the past, to continue the work of collective liberation, to
behold the presence of God in flesh and bone. The work of God is always unfolding – in and
through us. The theme From Generation to Generation reminds us of the ways our lives,
histories, actions, and stories are interconnected and woven together. In the midst of narratives,
policies, and rhetoric designed to divide us, what does it look like to practice belonging to one
another? This Advent at Muhlenberg, may you remember that you belong – to a story etched into
the wrinkles of time, to generations that have come before and will come after, to a love that
won’t let you go.

Advent begins TODAY (11/27), with Worship at 8:30 & 11:00 am

Advent Devotionals & Calendar
Printed devotional books following our theme of From Generation to
Generation are available in the Gathering Area and the outside
Connection Box. This beautiful book contains art, poetry, and
reflections that invite us into wonder and curiosity for the ways God
is speaking to us. Do you use a tablet or e-reader? You can request
an electronic version of the book by contacting Administrative
Assistant Liz Engleking (engleking@muhlenberglutheran.org). In addition,
excerpts from the devotional will be posted daily in Muhlenberg’s
Facebook group “Muhlenberg Digital Devotionals.” Join the group for
reflection and online conversation throughout the season of Advent.
An Advent Calendar is also available for people of all ages. You can
get one from Miss Ashley or pick one up in the Gathering Area.
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Advent Choral Evensong ~ Wednesdays, Nov. 30-Dec. 21, 7:30 pm
We are pleased to offer a service of Advent Choral Evensong. This service
will be available in person as well as live-streamed on Facebook and
YouTube during Advent. Choral Evensong has a long history dating back as
far as the Reformation. The service itself is rather short (30-40 minutes) and
is mostly if not entirely sung by the choir and presiding minister, allowing
the listener an opportunity for reflection and prayer. Some of the more
traditionally sung portions of the service include settings of the Magnificat
(song of Mary), the Nunc Dimitis (song of Simeon), as well as one of our earliest hymns dating
back to the 3rd century, “Phos Hilaron” (Greek, meaning, “O Joyous Light”). This particular hymn
setting can be found in our hymnal, ELW 229. The use of candles with minimal lighting will
enhance the service experience and trustfully foster a feeling of peacefulness and nearness with
God during this Advent season, as we prepare for the coming of the Lord. We do hope you will
join us each Wednesday evening during Advent as we end the day in song and prayer!

ADVENT-ure Sunday ~ December 4, 12:30 – 3:00 pm
Join us in the MAC for soup and sandwiches and activities to kick off this
Advent season. There will be materials for making Advent Wreaths and
Chrismons*. Members of all ages can enjoy intergenerational art projects
from Sanctified Art. Remember, Advent-ure Sunday is not just for kids! As
we reflect on the generations who have gathered at Muhlenberg for Advent
and Christmas over the years, and the stories that draw us together,
Advent-ure Sunday invites us all into a space of creativity and connection.
*Chrismon is a combination of two words … Christ & monogram… so a good
definition is a holiday ornament symbolic of the Lord. On Advent-ure Sunday your
family will have the opportunity to begin a family tradition of making a Chrismon to
decorate your tree at home. They will be made from precut Styrofoam and then
decorated by you with gold and white beads along with gold mesh, sequins, gold braid and glitter.
We will have paper Chrismons for the children to make as well. Each year the symbol and its
meaning will be presented. This year we will start with the cornerstone. In Ephesians 2:20, Christ
refers to himself as the cornerstone. Visit the Gathering Area today for a Chrismon display.
We are looking for donations of fresh greens for the making of Advent wreaths during Advent-ure
Sunday. You may deliver greens to the outside entrance of the MAC Dec. 4. For more information,
contact Children’s Minister Ashley Saunders (saunders@muhlenberglutheran.org or 540-434-3496).
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Our Local and Global Mission Ministry Team invites the congregation to consider giving to those in need
in our community. There are many options for serving our neighbors this Advent and Christmas season.
Join in one or join in them all!

Open Doors ~ December 5 - 11
Muhlenberg will provide dinner for homeless guests at the Open Doors shelter. In December, the
shelter will be located at Massanetta Springs Conference Center (712 Massanetta Springs Road).
Volunteers are needed to prepare food, delivered hot and ready to serve. Food will be dropped
off at the conference center between 6:15 and 6:30 pm. Four people are needed to serve the
meal at the shelter each night and should arrive between 6:15 and 6:45. Volunteers in the shelter
must be at least 18 years old. Families with younger children can get involved with food prep and
may want to provide a grab and go snack or dessert to share! For more information or to arrange
for help with food delivery, contact Susan Lawrence (lawrensj@comcast.net or 540-908-0073).
Sign up on the Google Sheet found at www.muhlenberglutheran.org/AdventAlternativeGiving.

Minnick School Student Christmas Shopping
Wednesday, December 14, 12:30 – 3:00 pm
Donation deadline ~ Friday, December 9
During this Advent season, the Local and Global Mission Ministry invites you to take a break from
your own shopping to help a child find just the right gift for their loved one. Muhlenberg is hosting
a Minnick School Student Christmas shopping afternoon at Minnick School (1661 Virginia Ave.).
Muhlenberg volunteers will fill tables with donated gifts, assist the students as they shop to find
the gift they want to give to their parents or guardian, and then help them wrap their find. Sign-up
to volunteer using the link below.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NqUy4PC5VhvPOWpezGyNJ3_tQce7ttrIu4GCD8uF
aZ4/edit?usp=sharing
Donate goods: New items, or something nice you received that you would like to regift, may be
donated starting now through Friday, December 9, in the donation bin located in the Gathering
Area. Ideas for types of gifts that might be appropriate to donate include:
Winter scarves, hats, socks, and gloves. Men’s toiletries. Items for cooking or gardening.
Battery operated “flameless” candles. Nice water bottles. Gas gift cards. Valley Mall gift
cards. And more...
If you would prefer to donate monetarily, we can do the shopping for you; make your check
payable to Muhlenberg and indicate “Minnick Christmas Shopping” on the memo line.
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Youth Christmas Party ~ Friday, December 16, 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Middle and High School youth are invited to a Christmas party at Pastor Lauren’s house. Dinner
will be provided, so wear your favorite tacky Christmas sweater and join us for Christmas games,
decorating cookies, and a White Elephant gift exchange. (No spending money on gifts! Your gift
must be something you create or already have at home!) RSVP to Pastor Alex
(zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org) by December 11 if you plan to attend or have any questions.

Christmas Tree Decorating
Sunday, December 18, 9:45 am
During the Christian Formation hour, our Confirmation class and High
School students will decorate the Christmas tree in the Gathering Area
together. Join us for a fun time of fellowship while we learn about
Chrismons and prepare our worship space to celebrate the birth of Christ!

Children’s Christmas Pageant ~ “God Wants a Re-Do"
PREMIERING SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Ever wonder what happens behind the scenes of the Christmas story? Help us tell the story this
year through our Christmas Pageant, “God Wants a Re-Do,” by Niki Harvell. We’ll go behind the
scenes of the Christmas story to see the real reasons God sent Jesus to the world in this way.
Gabriel takes on new life as an overly imaginative and rambunctious angel with crazy ideas for
how the story should go, but ultimately serves as God’s messenger of the good (and unfortunately
for Gabriel, the simple) news.
The pageant will be digital again this year. If your family would like to participate, email Ashley
Saunders (saunders@muhlenberglutheran.org). Maybe you will choose to create your video with family
watching during the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. All videos must be sent to Christian Perritt
(perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org) by November 30.
Everyone is invited to the world premiere Sunday, December 18! We will meet in the Gathering
Area at 12:15 pm for snacks and fellowship, then at 1:00 pm the participants in the Christmas
Pageant will walk a red carpet into the Sanctuary to watch “God Wants a Re-Do” on the big screen.
This is a fun afternoon celebrating the immense talent of the youth of Muhlenberg. You can also
catch the digital premiere live at home on Facebook and YouTube at 4:00 pm. Share the link with
family and friends!
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Tuesday, December 20, 7:30 pm – Trinity Presbyterian Church
The longest night of the year is December 21, and it has become
a meaningful time to recognize the darkness of grief and loss in
our lives that long for the light of Christ. The Harrisonburg
Community Longest Night service brings together eight
congregations (Presbyterian, Mennonite, Methodist and
Lutheran) for a service of Word, song, prayer, and Holy
Communion. The worship provides an opportunity to be honest
about our pain and be reminded of Christ’s light that shines into
dark places. This year, the service will be hosted at Trinity
Presbyterian Church (725 S. High St.) with leaders from all
participating congregations.

Order Poinsettias by Sunday, December 11
Help us beautify our church for Christmas! Purchase a poinsettia to
adorn our Sanctuary, and then take the plant home with you
following the last service on Christmas Eve to enjoy its festive color
throughout the Christmas season. You can choose to remember or
honor a loved one through your poinsettia purchase as well. To
purchase one, please sign up by December 11 at the Connection
Center or use this link: https://forms.gle/Ne9pyVSYUkxsyXai7.
The cost per plant is $22. Place your check in the offering plate or mail it to the church office and
note “Poinsettias” on the memo line.
Visit the Connection Center for a copy of our newsletter or visit our website,
www.muhlenberglutheran/adventchristmas for full details about
all the exciting things happening at Muhlenberg this Advent/Christmas season.
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Christmas Eve Worship
Fireside Christmas ~ 2:00 pm
We’ll gather around the warmth of the fire pits as we share an abbreviated Christmas Eve
liturgy.

Christmas Eve Services ~ 4:30, 6:30 & 9:00 pm
These services will feature a full traditional liturgy, singing of beloved hymns, the
proclamation of the birth of Christ, Holy Communion, and a candlelit singing of Silent Night.
The 4:30 pm service will be particularly appropriate for young children, and the nursery will
be staffed at that service as well. The 6:30 pm service will be live-streamed on Facebook and
YouTube so you can worship digitally wherever you are.

Christmas Day Worship ~ 10:00 am
This service of Holy Communion will include readings and carols proclaiming the birth of our
Savior. You are invited to bring a small plate of Christmas cookies or sweet bread to share during
our fellowship time following the service.

New Year’s Day Worship ~ 10:00 am
Celebrate the start of a new year! Come to thank God for new beginnings and hope for the year to
come.

Community Christmas Dinner ~ Sunday, December 25, 3:00 pm
The Harrisonburg Community Christmas Dinner is back!
Make plans now to share God’s love with your neighbors
right here in our community. Muhlenberg will host the
annual Community Christmas dinner in the MAC. Doors
will open to our guests at 3:00 pm with the meal served
at 3:30 pm. Everyone is needed to make this event a
success! There are a variety of ways you can volunteer,
both before and on Christmas Day. Can you help decorate
or cook? Perhaps donate a dessert or a $10 gift card? Or maybe you could volunteer to be a table
host? Please consider saying “yes” when asked to help with this event.
Visit https://harrisonburgcommunitychristmasdinner.weebly.com/ or watch The Chimes for
details and a volunteer sign-up link. For more information, contact Karen Thomsen
(kethomsen25@gmail.com or 540- 421-4431).
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MUHLENBERG NEWS

SECOND EVENING SEXTON NEEDED
Muhlenberg is now hiring! We are searching
for a second Evening Sexton to join Jim Doyle
in cleaning the facility for Second Home and
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Day Care. The new
position will clean areas used by the Day Care
(on the third floor of our main building, and the
second floor of the MAC). We anticipate this
taking about 2 hours each evening, Monday
through Friday. A full job description can be
found at muhlenberglutheran.org/jobs. If you
or someone you know is interested in a part
time job that serves the mission of Muhlenberg,
please contact our Daytime Sexton, Jeff
Williams. Please lift up our search in your
prayers.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS
Thanks, Muhlenberg! I am so thankful to
everyone who participated in the November
Congregational Meeting. We had lots of great
discussion and answered lots of questions. As I
said, this is Muhlenberg's Spending Plan, and I
am glad so many of you were engaged. With
your input and through your votes, the funding
for a full year of salary for a Handbell Choir
Director was added, and the fellowship budget
was slightly decreased. An updated, final
Spending Plan is available in the Gathering
Area and on the Muhlenberg website. Please
continue to support our mission through your
gifts and offerings, so we can follow through on
our commitments for the coming year!
The other piece of business we conducted was
to elect two members onto our Congregation
Council for 2023 with a three-year term.
Congratulations to Karen Thomsen and Russell
Presnell on their election wins!! We are excited
for you both to continue your good work on
Council.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS NEEDED
We are always in need of
worship servants: lectors,
ushers, communion assistants,
crucifers, sound techs, etc.
Sign up in the notebook at the
Connection
Center
for
December and Christmas
Eve. Signing up really helps the schedulers
avoid time calling/emailing.
One-on-one
training can be arranged – just indicate the
training needed on the sign-up sheet or contact
Kathy
Thompson
(540-578-4830
or
thompskb@jmu.edu). If you prefer to sign up
online, follow the path below from our website:
Worship + Sermons > Serve in Worship

Greta Willis, Congregation Council President

CREATION CARE TIP
Let family and friends know that
your Christmas gift to the planet
is a smaller carbon footprint and
suggest a single holiday party. Make plans to
get together on one day to celebrate the season.
It might take a little more planning to host a
single gathering, but the impact on the
environment will be huge. No matter how many
holiday parties you attend this season, be sure
to carpool.

Parish Administrator Linda Depoy is out of
the office Nov. 28 – Dec. 9. Administrative
Assistant Liz Engleking will extend her
office hours to be in 9:30 am – 3:00 pm
Monday - Friday.
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MUSIC MINISTRY

YOUTH NEWS

HANDBELL CHOIR

VIRGINIA SYNOD YOUTH EVENT

Tuesdays, 7:00 pm
Gloria Dei Ringers Handbell Choir is looking
for a few good musicians to join our ranks in
January. This congenial, supportive group
meets weekly and plays one Sunday per month.
If you have good rhythm and note reading
skills, we can teach you the rest. If you've rung
before, then what's stopping you? For more
information, please contact Kath Wissinger
(Longwalk3@aol.com) before the end of the year.

Winter Celebration, January 27-29
The Synod's annual faith-sharing retreat for
9th - 12th graders, as well as their adult advisors,
will take place at Eagle Eyrie Conference
Center in Lynchburg.
Winter Celebration includes Large Group
gatherings with lots of singing, energy,
comedy, worship, and a presentation on our
event theme. After each Large Group
gathering, participants gather in Small Groups.
These are made up of a handful of youth and a
couple of adult leaders. In small groups,
participants get to know other Lutheran youth
from Virginia and discuss life and faith and
other topics that arise throughout the weekend.
There is also free time on Saturday afternoon
when participants can continue to grow
relationships, enjoy the coffee and ice cream
shop, and participate in or watch the talent
show. The evenings are for relaxing in your
Cottage and talking about the day. You can find
more information HERE and register for the
event HERE.

LET THE CHILDREN SING!
Cherub Choir and Tween/Teen Choir are back,
rehearsing Sunday afternoons through
December 18. Both groups will sing in
worship December 11 (11:00 service only) and
Christmas Eve (4:30 pm service only). Contact
Elizabeth Williams for details.
CHRISTMAS TREATS!
NEXT Sunday, December 4, 7:00 pm
Harrisonburg Baptist Church
Mosaic Handbell Ensemble, directed by
Muhlenberg’s own Kath Wissinger, presents
Christmas Treats!

The weekly deadline for routine articles for The Chimes is
Thursday at 8:00 am. Requests for a series, inserts or fullcolumn articles should be made two weeks in advance.
Submit information to Parish Administrator Linda Depoy:
(depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org /540-434-3496)
Like us at facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran
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DIGITAL MINISTRY
As part of our month of #MuhlenbergThanks, we are Thankful for Lost and Found. Seventh and
eighth graders from all across the Virginia Synod gathered for another incredible weekend on the
mountain for our first Lost and Found event since 2019! We had a great time “Searching for God’s
Kingdom” and learning more about Jesus’ parables of yeast, treasure, and pearls. What a blessing
it was to connect with new friends from all across the state in faithful community!
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TIME, TALENT & TREASURE

WEEKLY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS

RECENT ATTENDANCE
Here are some interesting statistics from our recent online
viewership:
11/13 8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 54
11:00 Holy Communion ................................... 74
11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 41
Total Views this Week .................................... 131
Hours Viewed this Week ............................... 48.8
11/20 8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 58
11:00 Holy Communion ................................... 67
11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 33

November 28 — December 4, 2022
If viewing electronically, you can
click the links below to access meetings and services.
Mon

1:00 pm

Weekly Staff Meeting

Tues

6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Celebration Singers
Gloria Dei Ringers

Wed

6:30 pm
7:30 pm

Sanctuary Choir
Advent Choral Evensong

Sat

10:00 am

Prayer Shawl Knitting Circle

Sun

NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER

Second Sunday of Advent
Food Pantry & Lay Communion Sunday
8:30 am
9:45 am

Holy Communion in person
Christian Formation in person
& via Zoom
11:00 am Holy Communion in person and
Livestreamed via Facebook and
YouTube
12:15 pm Cherub Choir Rehearsal
12:15 pm Tween Choir Rehearsal
12:30 pm Advent-ure Sunday

Gifts and offerings are comparable to September,
whereas expenses are less this month than in September.
We are showing an excess in the budget, however, I
anticipate in November that will become a deficit. I am
hopeful Muhlenberg will end the year with income
equaling expenses to do so I encourage you to prayerfully
consider any additional year end gifts to Muhlenberg.
Sarah A. Sunde, Treasurer

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through October 2022
2022
YTD
Actual

2022 YTD 2021 YTD
Budget
Actual

Gifts & Offerings

$425,992

$512,500 $488,819

Total Income

$529,676

$586,458 $562,783

Total Expenses

$520,435

$688,372 $661,159

Excess Income/(Deficit)

Each week, we will lift up five households from our
congregation in prayer. Our prayer families for this
week are:

$9,241 $(101,914) $(98,376)

Giving in support of our Spending Plan
Giving to Other Designated Funds
Total Giving

Elizabeth, Will, Benjamin and Matthew Fletchall
Andrew and Grace Foote
William Fowler
Steve Frysinger
Gary, Pat and Sarah Furr

$ 9,223.36
$ 1,039.92
$ 10,263.28

To give online, scan here ➔

Please note: if you notice an unintentional omission in
our list or prefer your name not be listed, please contact
Parish Administrator Linda Depoy (540-434-3496 or
depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org)
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