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WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION
GATHERING
We come from our homes, our labor, our struggles, and our joys – which we share in fellowship as a Christian
community. We are gathered together as God’s people to worship. In this first part of our worship, we share together
honestly – our sins in confession, our joy in forgiveness.

PRELUDE
Coventry Carol

Gloria Dei Ringers

WELCOME
GATHERING HYMN ~ JOY TO THE WORLD
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
The first half of our liturgy focuses on the Word of God through the reading of scripture and preaching. The pattern
of reading, singing, reading, singing is an ancient one, which comes from Christianity’s roots in Jewish synagogue
worship.

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL ~ John 1:1-18
The Holy Gospel according to … Glory to you, O Lord.
After the reading:

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Lauren Eanes

Silence for reflection follows.

PRAYERS
After each petition:

. . . Merciful God, receive our prayer.
The Pastor concludes the prayers:

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Maintaining physical distancing, and only making physical contact with members of your own
household, the congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace (i.e., hand over heart,
nod, wave, etc.), using these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”
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MEAL
In the second half of our liturgy, we gather around the table, following Jesus’ invitation. Here in this meal we encounter the risen Lord
who gives himself for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening the Body of Christ.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD'S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
Forgive us our sins
hallowed be your name,
as we forgive those
your kingdom come,
who sin against us.
your will be done,
Save us from the time of trial
on earth as in heaven.
and deliver us from evil.
Give us today our daily bread.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known
for you.

COMMUNION
All are welcome to come to the Lord's Table! After the invitation to communion, you may
come forward to receive the prepackaged communion kit. If you are unable to come
forward, signal a pastor and they will bring the elements to you. As the minister says, “The
body and blood of Christ, given and shed for you,” you may take the elements and say:
“Amen.” Gluten-free and/or non-alcoholic juice communion elements are available.
3

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT
Rather than lighting candles, gather close around the light of our fires as we pray through this familiar
Christmas hymn.

HYMN OF LIGHT ~ Silent Night, Holy Night!
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SENDING
Our worship does not end, but continues in the world. In our daily lives we are called to be ministers of God’s love
and mercy as we live and serve by the power of the risen Christ.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, Son of God, Love's Pure Light, by your holy birth you have brought
us dignity, hope, and salvation. May the beams radiating from your face shine in
our hearts and lives. May the good news of your birth pierce the silence of this
and every night. And may you lead us from this place into the darkness of the
world, there to share your glorious presence and love. Amen.

BLESSING

Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, and
strength from the Spirit of life be blessings for you today and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN ~ Go Tell It on the Mountain (see next page)
DISMISSAL
Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Joy to the World (arr. B. Ingram)

Gloria Dei Ringers
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