
 





THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
DECEMBER 24, 2022 

WELCOME 
We welcome you in the name of Christ. We love welcoming guests/visitors and encourage you to 
complete one of the blue cards in the pew rack and place it in the offering basket, or scan this QR 
Code with your smart phone to complete the visitor card digitally.  
You are invited to join in all parts of worship. Everything you need is printed in this worship 
booklet. Portions of worship in bold print are to be spoken/sung by the whole congregation. We 
stand for portions of our worship service. Please feel free to remain seated, if you prefer. 
All who desire to receive Holy Communion are welcome at the table. If you do not wish to receive, 
you are invited to come forward for a blessing. For instructions on receiving the bread and wine, see the Communion 
section later in this booklet.  
Worship will be live-streamed at 6:30 pm. The cameras will be primarily focused on our worship leaders and offer 
some wide-angle views of the sanctuary. If you have questions or concerns about appearing on camera, contact 
Communication Minister Christian Perritt (perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org) or Pastor Alex Zuber. 
We invite you to return for worship in the coming weeks. Our regular Sunday services are at 8:30 am and 11:00 am 
with Holy Communion at both services, though on December 25 and January 1 we will worship at 10:00 a.m. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Given that the vaccination rate in our Muhlenberg community is high, and that the people of our congregation are 
committed to being responsible when transmission is happening (by wearing masks after an exposure, and staying 
home when sick), the Gathering Together Task Force and Council remind all worshippers that as long as COVID 
infections are widespread in our community masks are welcomed and encouraged at Muhlenberg Lutheran Church. 
 

CANDLES 
Please pick up a candle, available in the Gathering Area, for use during the closing portion of our worship. Battery 
operated candles for children are available from ushers. Please leave candles in the basket at the entrance as you 
depart. 
 

CHILDREN  
We love having children in worship and welcome their active participation. Our fully equipped nursery located at the 
north end of the Gathering Area (main church entrance) will be open and fully staffed for the 4:30 and 6:30 services.  
Activity packets for children are available at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Area.  
 

OTHER NOTES 
 Amplification devices for the hearing impaired are available from ushers or at the Welcome Desk.   

 Large print bulletins are available from the ushers. 

 A restroom is located at the north end of the Gathering Area (additional restrooms downstairs). 

 
MUHLENBERG LUTHERAN CHURCH:  A WELLSPRING OF GOD’S GRACE 

Open      Authentic      Relational      Serving 

Pastor Lauren Eanes   Pastor Alex Zuber 
281 E. Market Street (540) 434-3496 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 www.muhlenberglutheran.org

mailto:perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org
http://www.muhlenberglutheran.org/
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If you’re 
interested in 
why we do what 
we do, follow 
the notes in this 
column. 

WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION 
 

GATHERING 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This 
contemporary 
version of an 
ancient 
proclamation 
places the birth 
of Christ into 
human history. 
The last phrase 
reminds us that 
the nativity of 
Jesus is not only 
then but now, 
today, in our 
own time.  
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

4:30 Oh, Come, Little Children (arr. L. Bailey & B. Mayo, 2007)  Cherub & Tween Choir 
6:30 On Christmas Night (arr. R. Vaughn Williams)                                Christmas Choir  
9:00   What Child Is This? (arr. R. Bonam, 2008)     Piano Duet 

 
(We stand) 

CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION  
Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth 
and then formed man and woman in his own image; 
long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the 
covenant; 
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; 
thirteen centuries after Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam 
danced in freedom; 
eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the judges; 
one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, 
in fulfillment of the times and years and months and days discerned by the 
prophets; 
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; 
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his 
mother— 
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 

 

We come from our homes, our labor, our struggles, and our joys – which we share in fellowship as a 
Christian community. We are gathered together as God’s people to worship.   
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We sing as the 
Spirit gathers us 
for worship. 
This hymn sets 
the tone for the 
day. 

GATHERING HYMN 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar, 

reminding us that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God. 

  

 

 GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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 HYMN OF PRAISE   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This prayer 
collects the 
themes from 
today’s scripture 
readings. 
 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 
true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

(We sit) 
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CHILDREN’S TIME (4:30 only) 

Children are invited forward for a brief message with the pastor.   

 
 

 
Liturgy, from 
the Greek, 
means “the 
work of the 
people.” Our 
worship is 
designed so we 
all take part. 
We are far more 
than just 
spectators. 
 
 
The scripture 
readings follow 
a four-year cycle, 
called a 
lectionary.  We 
are connected 
with other 
Christians all 
over the world, 
in many 
denominations, 
reading the 
same texts. 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 9:2-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 
on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

The first half of our liturgy focuses on the Word of God through the reading of scripture and preaching. 
The pattern of reading, singing, reading, singing is an ancient one, which comes from Christianity’s 
roots in Jewish synagogue worship. 
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with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 
The reading concludes: 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 96  All sing Refrain after it is introduced by cantor/ choir, then, where indicated. Verses sung 

responsively.  
 

Refrain 
 
 

 

1Sing to the LORD | a new song; 
sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 

 

2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day.  Refrain 

 

3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 

4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
more to be feared | than all gods.    

 

5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 

 

6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
power and splendor are in your | sanctuary.  Refrain 

 

7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 

8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. 

 

9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
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10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will 
judge the peo- | ples with equity.”  Refrain 

 

11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all 
that | is therein. 

 

12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing,  
O LORD, 
for you come to | judge the earth. 

 

13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
and the peoples | with your truth.  Refrain 

 

GOSPEL ANTHEM 

4:30 Each Little Lamb (D. Beckstead, 2014)                   Tween Choir 
6:30 A Carol (R. Martin) Gibson Family 

9:00 Away In A Manger (arr. S. Decesare, 2017) Vocal Duet 

 
  

 
 
We give 
special honor 
to the 
reading of 
the gospel by 
standing as 
the Word of 
God comes 
into our 
midst.  The 
Bible is 
accompanied 
by candles as 
a symbol of 
Christ, the 
Light of the 
World. 
 
 

Please stand as the Bible is brought forth into the congregation. 

CHRISTMAS GOSPEL ~ Luke 2:1-20 

The Holy Gospel according to … Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom 
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.  
 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good 
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news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!"  
 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 
 

After the reading: 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
This hymn 
complements 
the day’s 
scripture 
readings and 
sermon. 
 

(We sit) 

SERMON   Pastor Alex Zuber  

 Silence for reflection follows. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 
 

~see next page~ 
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(We stand when directed) 
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The creeds 
(statements of 
faith) date back 
to the 4th 
century and 
contain the 
basics of what 
Christians 
around the 
world hold to be 
true. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The use of the 
non-capitalized 
word “catholic” 
here means 
simply 
worldwide or 
universal. 

NICENE CREED  
 

Let us confess our faith: 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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We pray as a 
community. The 
assisting 
minister leads 
this time to 
gather the 
prayers of all, 
and at their 
invitation you 
may add others 
aloud or silently 
in your heart. 

PRAYERS  
After each petition: 

. . . Merciful God, Receive our prayer. 
 

The Lay Assisting Minister concludes the prayers: 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 

Have a prayer concern to share?  Forms are available in the back cover of each hymnal. 

 

 

Much more 
than a pleasant 
greeting — we do 
this to proclaim 
God’s promise 
of peace to one 
another. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

Maintaining physical distancing, and only making physical contact with members of your own 
household, the congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace (i.e., hand over heart, nod, 
wave, etc.), using these or similar words:  “Peace be with you.” 

 
(We sit) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our offerings 
are collected 
and dedicated to 
our Lord’s 
service. They 
support the 
ministries of 
Christ’s church 
in this 
congregation, 
the Virginia 
Synod, ELCA, 
and our global 
mission 
partners. 
 

 
 
 

MEAL 

 

OFFERING 
4:30 Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella (Trad. French Carol, arr. P. Laubengayer, 1997)     Organ 
6:30 O Holy Night (arr. G. Lanier, 2016) Flute & Piano 
9:00 Still, Still, Still (arr. M. Hayes, 2017) Piano Duet  

 

An offering is gathered at this time to support the mission of 
the church and care for those in need.  Our offerings are a 
humble and grateful response to the gifts that God has first 
given us.  You can place a gift in the offering plate as the 
ushers come around, or give online by scanning the QR Code 
and visiting our online giving portal. 

  

In the second half of our liturgy, we gather around the table, following Jesus’ invitation.  Here in this 
meal we encounter the risen Lord who gives himself for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening the 
Body of Christ. 
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This song 
becomes our 
prayer as our 
gifts are 
collected and 
dedicated to our 
Lord’s service. 
 

(We stand) 

OFFERING SONG  we sing verses 1, 3, 4, & 6 

 

  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our 
hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of 
celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of 
your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
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The Great 
Thanksgiving is 
an ancient part 
of the worship 
that proclaims 
our thanks for 
the gifts of God 
in the meal. 
 
 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharist is the 
Greek word for 
thanks.   
 
 
 
 
 
These are the 
words and 
actions, the 
commands and 
promises of Jesus 
at the last 
supper with his 
disciples as 
recorded in 
scripture: 
1Cor. 11:23-26 
Matt. 26:26-29 
Luke 22:15-20 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your word brought light into the world. 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

14 

Jesus taught his 
disciples this 
prayer. In this 
prayer, all our 
needs and 
concerns are 
addressed.  See 
ELW page 
1163 for 
Martin Luther’s 
explanation of 
this prayer in 
the Small 
Catechism. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us: 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
  who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
 now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known  
for you. 

 
(We sit) 

 

The “last 
supper” was a 
meal that Jesus 
shared with his 
disciples before 
his crucifixion. 
He invited them 
to share this 
meal in the 
future to 
remember him 
and he promised 
to be present in 
a mysterious, 
but very real 
sense.  
 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 
All are welcome at the Lord's Table! After the invitation to communion, the ushers will 
direct each row to come forward.  If, for any reason, you prefer not to receive 
communion, you are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. If you are unable to 
come forward, signal an usher or raise your hand, and an assisting minister will bring the 
elements to you. 
As you come forward, pick up a small cup from the table at the front and then receive the 
bread (wafer) from the minister. Gluten-free wafers are located on the table. If you 
require gluten-free, please take one and present it to the pastor for blessing.  
Next, proceed to one of the two communion assistants. The first chalice has wine, and the 
second chalice has grape juice.   
As the ministers give the bread and cup to you, they say these words: 

“The body of Christ, given for you . . . The blood of Christ, shed for you.”   
You may say:  “Amen.” 

After consuming the wine/juice, please put your cup on the tray along the side wall, and 
return to your seat via the side aisle. If you don’t wish to remove your mask up front, you 
may choose to bring the elements back to your pew to eat/drink there. 
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All who desire 
to participate 
are welcome to 
receive Holy 
Communion.  
Feel free to 
remain seated if 
you prefer, or 
come forward 
for a blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION ~ Lamb of God  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:30 What Child Is This? (arr. R. Bonam, 2008)     Piano Duet 
         Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head (arr. D. Wrytzen, 2005)                    Piano Solo 
6:30 I Wonder as I Wander (arr. M. Schweizer) Flute & Vocal Duet 

       The First Nowell (arr. A. Carpenter)                                                                     Women’s Choir 
9:00 In the Bleak Midwinter (arr. R. Bonam, 2008) Piano Duet 

        Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head (arr. D. Wrytzen, 2005)                    Piano Solo 
 
(We stand) 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace.  Amen.  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Wondrous God, we thank you for Jesus, God with us, in these 
gifts of bread and wine.  As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen 
us to share your love with all the world.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 
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Symbolically, we 
receive and 
share the light 
and love of 
Christ – 
banishing the 
darkness. 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 

The pastors and acolytes will begin to light the candles of worshipers at the 
end of each row.  Please pass the light to your neighbor – the unlit candle 
should be the one tilted toward the lit candle, to make lighting easier and 
avoid dripping wax. Please be aware of those around you when lighting the 
candles and then please extinguish your candles after the blessing. 
 

ANTHEM ~ O Magnum Mysterium (arr. E. Ramos, 2021)  (6:30 only) 
O great mystery, and wonderful sacrament, that animals should see the newborn Lord lying 
in a manger. Amen. O great mystery. Amen 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN  ~ Silent Night, Holy Night 

 
 

~see next page~ 
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18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We gather once 
more in song as 
our worship 
concludes, and 
we prepare to 
take this good 
news into the 
world. 

SENDING 
Our worship does not end, but continues in the world.  In our daily lives we are called to be ministers 
of God’s love and mercy as we live and serve by the power of the risen Christ. 

 

PRAYER 
Lord Jesus, Son of God, Love's Pure Light, by your holy birth you have 
brought us dignity, hope, and salvation.  May the beams radiating from 
your face shine in our hearts and lives.  May the good news of your birth 
pierce the silence of this and every night.  And may you lead us from this 
place into the darkness of the world, there to share your glorious 
presence and love.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
God bless you and keep you,☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the 
Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen. 
 

(Extinguish candles) 

 

SENDING HYMN ~ Joy to the World  (see next page) 

 

DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE ~ Fanfare on In Dulci Jubilo (arr. D. M. Dicie)                
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After worship, the pastors invite you to greet them 
and each other in the Gathering Area. 

 
 
 

SENDING HYMN  



 

 

PARTICIPANTS IN WORSHIP 

PREACHING MINISTER ~ Pastor Alex Zuber      PRESIDING MINISTER ~ Pastor Lauren Eanes 

 

COMMUNION   4:30 ~  Cheryl Hoak, Meg Wightman, Brandon Stees, Sue Koch 
ASSISTANTS   6:30 ~  Bill Whitmire, Larry Blade, Roger Kagey, Sue Koch 
   9:00 ~  Robert Alley, Linda Morrison 

CRUCIFERS   4:30 ~  Cheryl Hoak 
   6:30 ~  Roger Kagey 
   9:00 ~  Brad Moyers 

TORCH   4:30 ~  Brandon Stees, Meg Wightman  
BEARERS   6:30 ~  Bill Whitmire, Sue Koch 
 
LAY   4:30 ~  Kim Fawley 
ASSISTING   6:30 ~  Judy Wilfong 
MINISTERS   9:00 ~  Linda Alley  

LECTORS   4:30 ~  Kathy Thompson 
   6:30 ~  Larry Blade 
   9:00 ~  Robert Alley 

USHERS   4:30 ~  Melissa and Billy Perritt, Adam, Cathy, Latham and Gwendolyn Copeland 
GREETERS   6:30 ~  Jeff Williams, Bruce & Wanda Hamilton, Carl Holyfield 
   9:00 ~  David & Susan Lawrence 

MUSICIANS  Elizabeth Williams, Music Minister 
Linlin Uta, Music Ministry Accompanist   
Cherub Choir, Rachel Peters, Director; Tween Choir; Members of Celebration Singers & 
Sanctuary Choir; Dave Barnes, Soloist; Greta Willis, Flutist; Gibson Family, Vocal Quartet 

 
 
 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-701538, 
CCLI license # 20104877, and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License: SAS014720.  

 
 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 
Poinsettias decorating the church are given to the Glory of 
God and in memory or in honor of those we wish to 
remember during this special season.  (If you signed up and 

your name is not on the list, please contact Parish Administrator 
Linda Depoy.) 
 

 

DONOR IN MEMORY OF . . . 

Stephanie Hudy Anna & Adolph Platz 

Alan & Mary Washam Doris Washam  

Alan & Mary Washam Harry & Zena Swadley 

Leo Snider Eleanor Jean Snider 

John Derrick Carol Derrick and Lois Derrick 

Wesley & Ashley Burgoyne Amos Voyles 

Brenda Branner, Lisa and Amanda Lee Branner 

Richard Stees and family Linda Stees 

Darcy Tyrrell Michael Ruckle 

Mark & Pam Briehl Our Parents 

Robert & Judith Newmann Loved Ones 

Crystl & Bill Whitmire Loved Ones 

 

 

 

 
 

DONOR IN HONOR OF . . . 

Kathy Thompson Our Pastors 

Kathy Thompson Muhlenberg’s Amazing staff ~  
         Elizabeth, Linlin, Linda, Ashley, Christian, Liz, Jane, Shayla, Jeff, Jim, and Kath  

Suzanne Aho Shawn, Chase, and Cameron Slowinski 
Linda Depoy Our Volunteer Office Assistants 

 



 

 

 

Please Consider a Christmas Gift 
Greetings! As we wrap up our Christmas gift buying, I’d like to invite us to consider the 
gifts we’ve already received this year. Perhaps those gifts don’t seem immediately 
obvious in a year filled with the continuing uncertainty of a global pandemic, the pain of 
political and societal divisions, and devastating natural disasters.  
 

And yet I’m sure each of us can name blessings that have come about in this challenging 
year as well: the joy of reconnecting with loved ones, the beauty of the changing 
seasons, the renewed sense of community in our church family. Perhaps it’s as simple as 
a roof over our heads and food to eat. As a church community, we continue to be 
blessed by the Word of God spoken in our midst and the body and blood of Christ in our 
communion meal. Even in the midst of challenges, God continues to provide.  
 

In response to God’s gifts to us, I invite you to consider a special Christmas gift to 
Christ’s church.  
 

 If you’re a regular giver, thank you! Your ongoing support has helped 
Muhlenberg make a real difference in the lives of people we serve. Your 
Christmas gift will help us end the year strong as we continue in ministry 
together.  

 If you’ve not given regularly this year, it’s not too late to make a difference! 
Prayerfully reflect on what gift you’d like to give in thanksgiving to God this 
Christmas. Consider offering a gift proportional to your income this past year.   

 

Christmas gifts can be placed in the offering plate, mailed to the church at 
281 E. Market St, Harrisonburg 22801, or given online at 
muhlenberglutheran.org/give  or scan this QR code.  The deadline to 
receive 2022 offerings is noon December 30, 2022. 
 

I’m reminded of the words of the hymn: “All good gifts around us are sent from heav'n 
above. We thank you, God, we thank you, God, for all your love.” Indeed, we give thanks 
and praise for God’s love in our midst this Christmas. May 
God bless you and your loved ones as we celebrate the 
Christ child this season. 
 

In Christ,  
 
 
 
 

Pastor Lauren Eanes 

http://www.muhlenberglutheran.org/give


 

 



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Community Christmas Dinner 
Tomorrow at 3:00 pm in the MAC 

Muhlenberg will host the annual 
Harrisonburg Community Christmas 
dinner in the MAC. Doors will open 
at 3:00 pm with the meal served at 3:30 
pm. Come share God’s love with your 
neighbors and enjoy a great meal 
together! 

 
 
 

Epiphany Chili Cook Off 
Sunday, January 8, 4:30-6:30 pm 

Mark your calendars for the second annual Epiphany Chili 

Cook Off in Wayland Hall and the Nielsen Room.  Plan 

ahead and enter your favorite chili recipe - regular, white 

or vegetarian for the Muhlenberg Great Chili Cook Off! 

Proceeds from voting will benefit People Helping People.  

We will also need corn bread, salad and dessert as well as 

volunteers to help. Contact Barbara Roadcap (540-830-1896 or 

bbroadcap@gmail.com) if you can help. 
 

We will have dinner, followed by a short service and Epiphany 

traditions like Chalking the Door and Burning of the Greens, so bring 

a branch from your Christmas tree or wreath to place in the fire.  
 

mailto:bbroadcap@gmail.com


 

 

 


