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December 24 - 25, 2022 

CHRISTMAS EVE AND CHRISTMAS DAY

WELCOME! 

Welcome, one and all! From generation to 

generation, God’s people have gathered to 

share this joyful story of Christmas. Whether 

this is your first time visiting this place, or it’s 

the tried and true tradition of generations of 

your family members to gather here in this 

sacred season, we are so glad to be together at 

Muhlenberg Lutheran Church! 

Throughout Advent, we’ve gathered around the 

theme “From Generation to Generation,” 

recalling the ways that this incredible story of 

God’s love has been and is being shared 

through the love of families—both biological 

and found family. The Muhlenberg family is 

one that strives to be a Wellspring of God’s 

Grace. Today we celebrate the way that this 

grace appeared in that Bethlehem manger, and 

appears in our time as well. 

While this is certainly a special time of year—

with beautiful liturgies, beloved hymns, and 

time-honored traditions—we will also continue 

to gather each week, equipping all people to 

live out the love of the Savior who is born this 

day. There is a place for everyone at 

Muhlenberg, through our weekly Faith 

Formation hour Sundays at 9:45 am, worship 

Sundays at 8:30 and 11:00 am, service in our 

community, Bible study, children and youth 

ministry, music, and more! We hope as you 

find welcome and joy in these walls, you’ll 

continue to join us in sharing Christ’s love all 

across our community. 

If you are a visitor and would like to learn more 

about Muhlenberg, we encourage you to fill out 

a Visitor Card (using either the blue cards you 

find in the pews, or the QR code in the front of 

the bulletin) so that we can follow up with you 

and continue to extend the spirit of welcome. 

To those who have long been members of this 

Muhlenberg family, we encourage you to reach 

out to one another, introduce yourself to 

someone you don’t recognize, and welcome all 

who are here this Christmas. The angels sing 

joyfully of Christ’s love today, a gift for each 

one of us, and a gift that transforms strangers 

into community in profound ways. Welcome 

one another, this Christmas and always. 

As we worship together this Christmas, we pray 

that you realize here in this place that you 

belong—to a story etched into the wrinkles of 

time, to generations that have come before and 

will come after, to a love that won’t let you go. 

On behalf of all the Muhlenberg family: 

Welcome and Merry Christmas! 

In Christ, Pastor Alex and Pastor Lauren.

mailto:info@muhlenberglutheran.org
http://www.muhlenberglutheran.org/
mailto:eanes@muhlenberglutheran.org
mailto:zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org
https://forms.gle/ycMUtioDizT5RBEJA
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New Year’s Day Worship ~ 10:00 am   
Celebrate the start of a new year! Come to thank God for new beginnings and hope for the year  
to come. 

 

Community Christmas Dinner ~ Sunday, December 25, 3:00 pm 
The Harrisonburg Community Christmas Dinner is back! 
You can still make plans now to share God’s love with 
your neighbors right here in our community. Muhlenberg 
is hosting the annual Community Christmas dinner in the 
MAC. Doors will open to our guests at 3:00 pm with the 
meal served at 3:30 pm. Everyone is needed to make this 
event a success! You can still volunteer, both before and 
on Christmas Day. Can you help set up or clean up? 

Perhaps donate a dessert or a $10 gift card? Or maybe you could volunteer to be a table host? 
 

Visit https://harrisonburgcommunitychristmasdinner.weebly.com/ to find out more or to 
volunteer, sign-up at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c48aca92da7f58-harrisonburg1. 
For more information, contact Karen Thomsen (kethomsen25@gmail.com or 540- 421-4431).   
 

Come share God’s love with your neighbors and enjoy a great meal together! 

 

 

Epiphany Party & Chili Cookoff ~ Sunday, January 8, 2023, 4:30-6:30pm 

Fire up your crockpots! Christmas isn't over yet! Join us for an 
Epiphany Party and Chili Cook-Off, Sunday, January 8, 4:30 - 6:30 pm 
in Wayland Hall and the Nielsen Room. Plan to enter your favorite 
chili recipe - regular, white or vegetarian for the Muhlenberg Great 
Chili Cook Off!  Bring Chili, Salad, Bread, or Dessert to share. We 
also need volunteers to help, so please contact Barbara Roadcap 
(540-830-1896 or bbroadcap@gmail.com) if you’re able to pitch in.  We will 
vote for our favorite chili with change or cash offerings for each 
contestant. Proceeds will go to support People Helping People!   
 

After dinner we'll share in Epiphany traditions like Chalking the Door 
and Burning of the Greens, so bring a branch from your Christmas 
tree or wreath to place in the fire. Join us as we enjoy fellowship on a cold winter night! Invite 
friends and family too — the more the merrier! 

https://harrisonburgcommunitychristmasdinner.weebly.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c48aca92da7f58-harrisonburg1
mailto:kethomsen25@gmail.com
mailto:bbroadcap@gmail.com
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THIS WEEK AT MUHLENBERG 

FOOD COLLECTION REMINDER 
NEXT Sunday, January 1, we 

collect non-perishable food items 

for Patchwork Pantry.  No glass 

jars please.  The Pantry is also in 

need of paper products (paper 

towels, wraps, food storage bags, toilet tissue, etc.), 

cleansers (dish, laundry, all-purpose), diapers, and 

all types of personal hygiene products. 

Monetary donations are also appreciated. 

Make checks payable to Muhlenberg, noting 

“Patchwork Pantry” on the memo line. 
 

WEDNESDAY AM BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study will not meet this week (12/28), 

but resume Wednesday, January 4. 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

PRAYER SHAWL KNITTING CIRCLE 
Saturday, January 7, 10:00 – 11:30am 

Join us in the Gathering Area to create a 

prayer shawl through knitting or crocheting. 

No experience necessary; we'll teach you 

basic stitches! This prayerful ministry and 

spiritual practice reaches out to those in need 

of comfort and solace, as well as in celebration 

and joy.  For more info or to request a prayer 

shawl for someone, contact Jackie Wells 

(jswells62@verizon.net or 540-434-6283). 
 

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY RETURNS 
January 8, Between Services 

Stay a few minutes after the 8:30 service for 

coffee and fellowship or come early to the 

11:00 service and join us between services! 

We’re pleased to report the coffee pot in the 

Gathering Area has been repaired! 

 

WELCOME TO MUHLENBERG!! 
January 15, 9:45 am 

If you are new to the Muhlenberg community, 

or have been here awhile but would like to 

learn more about the congregation, please join 

us for a Welcome to Muhlenberg event on 

Sunday, January 15 at 9:45 am. Meet leaders, 

hear about ways to get involved, and take a 

tour of our campus. We'll also share 

information about membership. If you're 

interested but unable to attend, please contact 

Pastor Lauren (eanes@muhlenberglutheran.org 

or 434-3496) so you can receive an invitation 

to our next event later in the spring. 

 

 

MUHLENBERG NEWS 

ANOTHER CHURCH PHONE UPDATE 
The reason our phone 

system has been out for 

several weeks is because it is 

a 15-year-old PBX system 

that is no longer supported 

by the phone manufacturer and our service 

contractor cannot get parts.  After much 

research, we have signed a contract with 

Comcast for a Voice Over phone system.  This 

new system will be an upgrade and provide 

additional features, allowing our staff to serve 

members and the wider community even 

better.  We hope to have it installed the first 

week of January. 
 

In the meantime, our temporary solution is 

working well. Please DO NOT HESITATE TO 

CALL our main number (540-434-3496) 

anytime. If we are unavailable or you call 

after hours, you can leave a voicemail 

message and Liz or Linda will be glad to pass 

your message along to the appropriate person.   
 

mailto:jswells62@verizon.net
mailto:eanes@muhlenberglutheran.org
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CREATION CARE TIP   
Learn to reuse products in 

different ways, e.g. plastic 

microwave dinner trays used 

as picnic dishes, coffee cans 

used to pack lunch. Though an object is used 

for one function or purpose, it can be 

repurposed for other functions. This practice 

saves money and reduces clutter. 

 

 

CHRISTIAN FORMATION NEWS 

NO SUNDAY CLASSES  
There will be no Sunday Christian 

Formation classes Christmas Day (12/25) or 

NEXT Sunday (1/1/2023). We look forward to 

welcoming you back when classes resume 

Sunday, January 8 at 9:45 am. 

 

 

FROM OUR FINANCE MANAGER 

YEAR-END GIVING 
This happy time of celebrating Christmas 

means that the end of the year will soon be 

upon us, too! Perhaps many of you are setting 

aside a special Christmas or end-of-year 

donation for Muhlenberg, and those gifts will 

be very much appreciated! 
 

You should have recently received a 

preliminary year-end contribution statement, 

allowing you to see how much you have given 

so far in 2022, and also calculate what you 

would like to give before the end of the year. 
 

If you have plans to fulfill a 2022 donation 

amount to our congregation, please mark your 

calendars to make sure your cash or checks 

arrive in our office no later than 12:00 noon 

on Friday, December 30. Mailing your 

donation to the church can be fine, as long as 

you send them early enough to ensure that 

they will arrive by or before December 30 

(assuming you prefer your gift to be counted 

for 2022). Any checks or cash donations 

arriving in our office after this deadline will 

be counted toward 2023 giving. 
 

Online giving will allow an exception, since 

we can count any gifts being deposited into 

the church account by or before December 31 

as counting for 2022. However, since online 

donations take several business days to 

complete the process, please make sure the 

transaction is dated no later than December 27 

to insure arrival by December 31. 
 

Thank you in advance for your generosity 

to Muhlenberg Lutheran Church. 
 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Earlier this fall, we 

asked the congregation 

to let us know if you 

would like to order a 

booklet of 2023 

offering envelopes. For those of you who 

replied and asked for these, offering envelopes 

are ready for pick up. You will find your 

offering booklet in the Gathering Area on a 

table just ahead of the main entrance, against 

the stairwell railing. They are arranged in 

alphabetical order to make it easier to find 

your envelopes. They will remain out for pick 

up over the next two Sundays of 2022. After 

January 1, you can pick up your offering 

booklet from the church office or call me to 

make other arrangements. If you didn’t order 

a booklet but would like one, please let me 

know.  Thank you! 
Jane Eanes, Finance Manager 
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The weekly deadline for routine articles for The Chimes is 

Thursday at 8:00 am. Requests for a series, inserts or full-

column articles should be made two weeks in advance. 

Submit information to Parish Administrator Linda Depoy: 

(depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org /540-434-3496) 

Like us at facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran 

TIME, TALENT & TREASURE 

RECENT ATTENDANCE 
Here are some interesting statistics from our recent online 

viewership: 

12/11   8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 56 

  11:00 Holy Communion ................................. 104 

  11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 35 

 Total Views this Week .................................... 147 

 Hours Viewed this Week ............................... 65.8 

12/18   8:30 Holy Communion ................................... 97 

  11:00 Holy Communion ................................... 81 

  11:00 Wellstream Worshippers ........................ 28 
 

 

 

NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER 
Thank you for your generosity in November as we saw an 

increase in gifts and offerings and are hopeful that will 

continue in December and the new year. As the end of the 

fiscal year approaches, I believe Muhlenberg is in a 

position to finish the year with a balanced budget if 

expenses remain stable and gifts and offerings increase 

this month. Please prayerfully consider Muhlenberg for 

additional year end contributions.  

Sarah A. Sunde, Treasurer 
 

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Through November 2022 

 
2022 YTD 

Actual 

2022 YTD 

Budget 

2021 YTD 

Actual 

Gifts & Offerings  $470,929 $581,167 $529,634 

Total Income $585,087 $704,711 $614,904 

Total Expenses $579,562 $799,558 $716,028 

Excess Income/(Deficit) $5,525 $(94,847) $(101,124) 
 

Giving in support of our Spending Plan $ 14,987.06 

Giving to Other Designated Funds $ 540.23 

Total Giving $ 15,527.29 
 

 
 

To give online, scan here ➔ 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

December 26, 2022 – January 2, 2023 

If viewing electronically, you can  

click the links below to access meetings and services. 
 

Mon Church Office Closed  

    (Christmas Day Observed) 
 

Sun New Year’s Day 

 Food Pantry/Lay Communion Sunday 
 10:00 am Holy Communion in person and 

Livestreamed via Facebook and 

YouTube 
 

Mon Church Office Closed  

    (New Year’s Day Observed) 
 

 

 

Each week, we will lift up five households from our 

congregation in prayer. Our prayer families for this 

week are: 
 

Bob, Jennifer, Merrill, Lily, Schuyler, and 

Annika Harmison 

Dorothy Harpine 

Weston, Julie, Ford, Lydia, and  

Weston II Hatfield 

Faye Hayes 

Todd Hedinger and A.J. Morey 
 

Please note:  if you notice an unintentional omission in 

our list or prefer your name not be listed, please contact 

Parish Administrator Linda Depoy (540-434-3496 or 

depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org) 

 

 

 

mailto:depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org
http://www.facebook.com/muhlenberglutheran
https://www.facebook.com/pg/MuhlenbergLutheran/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3fUJWg3AADhUTMTDVsVqA
mailto:depoy@muhlenberglutheran.org
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FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 

During Advent, we gathered under the theme “From Generation to Generation,” exploring the ways 

that the stories, scriptures, and traditions of Advent and Christmas have been passed down to us 

through generations, and the ways we will carry the love of God forth to generations to come! 

 

MUSIC 
The tradition of Choral Evensong brought us ancient songs and reflective prayer to prepare for the 

coming of the Lord. Our Tween and Cherub Choirs sang during Advent and Christmas Eve, 

learning what it means to share their gifts in community. 
 

Our two adult choirs will resume rehearsals on January 3 and 4, and there’s always room for more 

singers! Celebration Singers gather at 6:30 pm Tuesdays, and the Sanctuary Choir at 6:30 pm 

Wednesdays. Our Gloria Dei Ringers, a hand bell choir, will resume their rehearsals on Tuesday, 

January 3 at 7:00 pm. Their performances during Advent on Christmas Eve rung out through the 

services in beauty and grace.  For more information about music, contact Music Minister Elizabeth 

Williams (williams@muhlenberglutheran@muhlenberglutheran.org). 

 

 

mailto:williams@muhlenberglutheran@muhlenberglutheran.org
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ADVENT-URE SUNDAY 
We had a wonderful afternoon of intergenerational learning as members of all ages made Advent 

wreaths and Chrismons while sharing in a time of fellowship. We learn and grow together through 

events like this, and through our Faith Formation hour each Sunday at 9:45am.   

CHILDREN AND FAMILY 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
Muhlenberg families came together for a fun 

time telling the “behind the scenes” story of 

Christmas in a digital Christmas Pageant, and 

they celebrated with a Red Carpet Premiere 

and photo booth  For more info, contact 

Children’s Minister Ashley Saunders 
(saunders@muhlenberglutheran.org).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFCyu-Qbpnw
mailto:saunders@muhlenberglutheran.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
Our Middle and High School youth gathered to celebrate the end 

of the fall semester and get into the Christmas spirit with dinner, 

Christmas cookie decorating, reindeer games, and a white 

elephant gift exchange!  For more info, contact Pastor Alex 

(zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE AND CARE 
Throughout Advent, members of Muhlenberg shared 

generously to organize a Christmas Shop for the 

students of the Minnick School. Muhlenberg 

volunteers filled tables with donated gifts, assisted the 

students as they shopped to find a gift for their family, 

and then helped them wrap their find. The Care 

Committee prepared and distributed “Goodie Bags” 

for anyone recovering from illness, surgery or in need 

of an uplifting gesture! And Muhlenberg members 

provided dinner for guests experiencing homelessness 

at the Open Doors shelter at the beginning of 

December. More opportunities abound in the coming 

year to get to know our neighbors and serve alongside 

them!  
 

For more information about Local & Global Mission, 

contact Karen Thomsen (kethomsen25@gmail.com). For 

more information about our Care Ministry, contact Co-

Chairs Stephanie Hudy (stephanie.hudy@gmail.com) or 

Linda Morrison (lindamm778@gmail.com).   

mailto:zuber@muhlenberglutheran.org
mailto:kethomsen25@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.hudy@gmail.com
mailto:lindamm778@gmail.com

