


Christmas Day~ Decemser 25,2022

WELCOME

We welcome you in the name of Christ. We love welcoming guests/visitors and encourage

you to complete one of the blue cards in the pew rack and place it in the offering basket, or E ot E
scan this QR Code with your smart phone to complete the visitor card digitally. We have a o
gift for you at our Welcome Desk - please stop by after worship. You are invited to joininall

parts of worship. Everything you need is printed in this worship booklet. All who desire to E

receive Holy Communion are welcome at the table. If you do not wish to receive, you are

still welcome to come forward for a blessing! For instructions on how to receive the bread and wine, see
the Communion section later in this booklet. Portions of worship in bold print are to be spoken by the whole
congregation. We stand for portions of our worship service. Please feel free to remain seated, if you
prefer.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

Given that the vaccination rate in our Muhlenberg community is high, and that the people of our
congregation are committed to being responsible when transmission is happening (by wearing masks after
an exposure, and staying home when sick), the Gathering Together Task Force and Council remind all
worshippers that as long as COVID infections are widespread in our community masks are welcomed and
encouraged at Muhlenberg Lutheran Church.

OUR WORSHIP

Our worship is rooted in the ancient pattern of the church - gathering, word, meal, sending. The shape of
this liturgy and much of the actual words/prayers come directly from scripture. Though we make seasonal
shifts, the constancy of our worship reflects God’s constant love and promises through forgiveness,
scripture, and the sacraments of baptism and communion. Following this liturgical pattern, as well as the
Narrative Lectionary (a four-year cycle of scripture readings in biblical order), we are connected through
our worship with Christians around the world and throughout time. For details, see “About Our Worship”
on the last page.

Worship will be live-streamed this morning. Digital ministry is an essential part of our community with
the Wellstream service at 11:00 am allowing those at home to worship alongside our gathered community
for a service of Holy Communion. The cameras will be primarily focused on our worship leaders and offer
some wide-angle views of the sanctuary. If you have questions or concerns about appearing on camera,
contact Pastor Alex or Communication Minister Christian Perritt (perritt@muhlenberglutheran.org).

OTHER NOTES
¢ Amplification devices for the hearing impaired are available from ushers or at the Welcome Desk.
e Arestroom is located at the north end of the Gathering Area (additional restrooms downstairs).

MUHLENBERG LUTHERAN CHURCH: A WELLSPRING OF GOD’Ss GRACE
Open “ Authentic “ Relational Serving

Pastor Lauren Eanes Pastor Alex Zuber
281 E. Market Street (540) 434-3496
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 www.muhlenberglutheran.org
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WORSHIP WITH HOLY COMMUNION

GATHERING

We come from our homes, our labor, our struggles, and our joys — which we share in fellowship as a Christian
community. We are gathered together as God’s people to worship. In this first part of our worship, we share together
honestly — our sins in confession, our joy in forgiveness.

WELCOME

PRELUDE ~ The Holly and the Ivy (arr. mm/pG) Flute & Piano

(We stand)
CALL TO WORSHIP

The congregation turns and faces the baptismal font.

Let the celebrations begin, like eager children waiting for dawn, tearing at the
wrapping to get to the gift, waking sleeping parents with shouts of joy,

Let our celebrations begin!

May this Christmas morning find us able to say “Alleluia’” even in the midst of pain
and anxiety,

because you are our hope.

Jesus Christ, come to us. Fill our hearts with joy in knowing this deeper truth that
life contains,

that because you come, all will be well.

Let us witness not to successful lives, not to perfect health, faultless families,
highly achieving work, or new possessions,

but to the light of Christ that shines in our lives.

And as we gather this joyful morning, let our Alleluias rise from willing lips, from
lives opened to your gift,

and from hearts filled with your love. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Come, let us worship with the angels; come, let us adore him with the shepherds;
O come, let us adore him,

Christ the Lord!




GATHERING HYMN

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar,

reminding us that Christ leads us into the presence and love of God.

0O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and i - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
0 4 | . .
A ] ———— ] — s o # > '
e e I o
Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!



GREETING
A child has been born for us, a son given to us.
He is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE

Angels, from the Realms of Glory

O

P e e | [ — i E—
S et V[ &0 i 5
1 An - gels,from the realms of glo - ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges,leave your con - tem-pla-tions, bright-er  vi- sions beam a - far;
4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star.
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing to thee-ter - nal Three in One.
Refrain
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Come and wor-ship,come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-born king.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has
brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to
proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

(Wesit)



WORD

The first half of our liturgy focuses on the Word of God through the reading of scripture and preaching. The pattern
of reading, singing, reading, singing is an ancient one, which comes from Christianity’s roots in Jewish synagogue
worship.

FIRST READING ~ Psalm 98 choir sings verses. All sing refrain.

Psalm 98

Refrain: Psalm 98:1a
Verses: Hal H. Hopson Hal H. Hopson

Verses

1. God has done such marvelous things; (R)

2. Justice, love, and peace abound; (R)

3. Sing with the harp and the trumpet strong; (R)
4. Seas be glad, let the oceans roar; (R)

Refrain (All)
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Sing to the Lord a new song.
Verses
(1.) God’s great might all the earth now sings. (R)
(2.) Israel’s strength in the Lord is found. (R)
(3.) To the Lord let your praise prolong. (R)
(4.) Praises sound from shore to shore. (R)
Refrain (All)
Q r 2 I } | 1 I Il H
e o o —o = = H
:)V i { I — e 1
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Verses

(1.) God’s great power now is shown “God has triumphed,” make it known. (R)
(2.) When in need the people did call, God’s great might was shown to all. (R)
(3.) To the King lift up your voice. Shout your praise, in God rejoice. (R)

(4.) God now comes to rule in might. God brings justice, truth, and light. (R)

Refrain (All)
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Sing it out, sing it loud and  strong;
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Sing to the Lord a new song.
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(We stand)
GOSPEL PROCESSIONAL

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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I In - fant ho - ly, in- fant low -1y, for his bed a cat- tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto -ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel ftrue.
0 o
A p—— . ! ! | | I | ! — I I I
%to'_d';_.l e e

Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:

Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was
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born for you!

GOSPEL ~ Luke 2:8-20
The Holy Gospel according to ... Glory to you, O Lord.

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. "°But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid; for see — | am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: "to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. "This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger." 3And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, '#"Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"



>When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us." ®So they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 7When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; ®and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words
and pondered them in her heart. 2°The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

After the reading:
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(Wesit)
REFLECTION FOR ALL GENERATIONS Pastor Lauren Eanes

Silence for reflection follows.

(We stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY ~ The First Noel

~see next page~



The First Noel
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the . north-west, o’er
5 Then en - tered n those wise .. men three, full
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cer - tain poor shep - herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in . .. the east be - yond . . them far; and the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem it  took its  rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and - fered
04 i
GFEs e P f 2 . v e f F r .
A\IV4 I | | | I I | | | |
») — l | — - |
they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
earth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
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night that  was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star wher - ev - er it went. No - el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and frank - in - cense.
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NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
8



PRAYERS
After each petition:
... Merciful God, receive our prayer.
The Lay Assisting Minister concludes the prayers:
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Have a prayer concern to share? Forms are available in the back cover of each hymnal.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Maintaining physical distancing, and only making physical contact with members of your own
household, the congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace (i.e., hand over heart,
nod, wave, etc.), using these or similar words: “Peace be with you.”

(Wesit)

MEAL

In the second half of our liturgy, we gather around the table, following Jesus” invitation. Here in this meal we encounter the risen Lord
who gives himself for the forgiveness of sins and strengthening the Body of Chuist.

OFFERING ~ O Little Town of Bethlehem (p.Brooks &L. Reoner) Christmas Choir

MAKE YOUR OFFERING DIGITALLY
BY SCANMING HERE

An offering is gathered at this time to support the mission of the church E T, E
and care for those in need. Our offerings are a humble and grateful T3 =3
response to the gifts that God has first given us. You can place a gift in - F
the offering plate as the ushers come around, or give online by scanning 'l-'l"-F
the QR Code and visiting our online giving portal. E ﬁ .
_$_MUHLENBERG
(We stand) S <o




OFFERING SONG we sing verse 1
It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be -neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain-ful steps and slow:
when with the ev - er - cir - cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plainsthey bend on hov-’ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o'er its ba - bel soundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join
our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon
grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Itis indeed right ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy God,
Creator of all and Source of life,
at the birth of time
your word brought light into the world.
In the fullness of time,
you sent your Word, born of Mary,
to shine in our darkness
and to make us your daughters and sons.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his birth and life among us,
his death and resurrection,
we await his coming again
when all things will be restored in him.
By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup,
that, held and nourished by you,
we may live as your children,
shining with the light of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever. Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table, come, see what God makes known for you.
Amen.

(Wesit)
COMMUNION
All are welcome at the Lord's Table! After the invitation to communion, the ushers will direct each
row to come forward. If, for any reason, you prefer not to receive communion, you are welcome
to come forward to receive a blessing. If you are unable to come forward, signal an usher or raise
your hand, and an assisting minister will bring the elements to you.
As you come forward, pick up a small cup from the table at the front and then receive the bread
(wafer) from the minister. Gluten-free wafers are located on the table. If you require gluten-free,
please take one and present it to the pastor for blessing.
Next, proceed to one of the two communion assistants. The first chalice has wine, and the second
chalice has grape juice.
As the ministers give the bread and cup to you, they say these words:
“The body of Christ, given for you . .. The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
You may say: “Amen.”
After consuming the wine/juice, please put your cup on the tray along the side wall, and return to
your seat via the side aisle. You may also choose to bring the elements back to your pew to
eat/drink there.
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Music DURING DISTRIBUTION ~ Lamb of God
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Je - sus, Lamb of God, have mer - cy on us.
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Je - sus, bear - er of our sins, have mer - cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
(We stand)

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and
wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with
all the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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SENDING

Our worship does not end, but continues in the world. In our daily lives we are called to be ministers of God’s love
and mercy as we live and serve by the power of the risen Christ.

SENDING HYMN

The congregation turns & faces the cross reminding us that we follow Christ into the world & our daily lives.

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Refrain
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
Refrain
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav -ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

BLESSING

God bless you and keep you, * Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit
send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen.
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DismissAL
Glory to God in the highest!
Peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus!
We go to be: Open + Authentic + Relational + Serving
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Joy to the World (arr. mm/DG) Flute & Piano

After worship, Pastor Lauren and Pastor Alex invite you to greet
them and each other in the Gathering Area. Please be mindful of
others’ wishes for physical distancing.

We encourage you to take The Chimes home with you.

( Community Christmas Dinner \
Today at 3:00 pm in the MAC

Muhlenberg will host the annual Harrisonburg | &

Community Christmas dinner in the MAC. Doors will &

open at 3:00 pm with the meal served at 3:30 pm.

Come share God’s love with your neighbors and

@joy a great meal together! e i : )
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE

PREACHING MINISTER ~ Pastor Lauren Eanes PRESIDING MINISTER ~ Pastor Alex Zuber

USHERS ~ Karen Thomsen, Robert Alley

LECTOR ~ Linda Alley

LAY ASSISTING MINISTER ~ Philip Quoqui

CRUCIFER ~ Bill Whitmire

TORCH BEARERS ~ Roger Kagey, Kathy Thompson

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS ~ Kathy Thompson, Bill Whitmire, Larry Blade, Linda Alley

MUSICIANS Elizabeth Williams, Music Minister
Members of Celebration Singers & Sanctuary Choir
Greta Willis, Flutist

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license # A-701538,
CCLI license # 20104877, and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License: SAS014720.
Call to Worship adapted from words written by Ann Siddall, and posted on the Stillpoint Spirituality Centre

and Faith Community website. http://stillpointsa.org.au/prayer/prayers-and-liturgies
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